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With engaging wit and subtle irony, Albert Hirschman maps the diffuse and treacherous world of reactionary
rhetoric in which conservative public figures, thinkers, and polemicists have been arguing against
progressive agendas and reforms for the past two hundred years.

Hirschman draws his examples from three successive waves of reactive thought that arose in response to the
liberal ideas of the French Revolution and the Declaration of the Rights of Man, to democratization and the
drive toward universal suffrage in the nineteenth century, and to the welfare state in our own century. In each
case he identifies three principal arguments invariably used: (1) the perversity thesis, whereby any action to
improve some feature of the political, social, or economic order is alleged to result in the exact opposite of
what was intended; (2) the futility thesis, which predicts that attempts at social transformation will produce
no effects whatever--will simply be incapable of making a dent in the status quo; (3) the jeopardy thesis,
holding that the cost of the proposed reform is unacceptable because it will endanger previous hard-won
accomplishments. He illustrates these propositions by citing writers across the centuries from Alexis de
Tocqueville to George Stigler, Herbert Spencer to Jay Forrester, Edmund Burke to Charles Murray. Finally,
in a lightning turnabout, he shows that progressives are frequently apt to employ closely related rhetorical
postures, which are as biased as their reactionary counterparts. For those who aspire to the genuine dialogue
that characterizes a truly democratic society, Hirschman points out that both types of rhetoric function, in
effect, as contraptions designed to make debate impossible. In the process, his book makes an original
contribution to democratic thought.The Rhetoric of Reaction is a delightful handbook for all discussions of
public affairs, the welfare state, and the history of social, economic, and political thought, whether conducted
by ordinary citizens or academics.
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From reader reviews:

Julie Harris:

The book The Rhetoric of Reaction: Perversity, Futility, Jeopardy can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book The Rhetoric of Reaction:
Perversity, Futility, Jeopardy? Wide variety you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that
will book can give many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book
The Rhetoric of Reaction: Perversity, Futility, Jeopardy has simple shape however, you know: it has great
and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is
very wonderful.

Mark Garcia:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
specific aren't like that. This The Rhetoric of Reaction: Perversity, Futility, Jeopardy book is readable by
simply you who hate those straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable
looking at experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer
involving The Rhetoric of Reaction: Perversity, Futility, Jeopardy content conveys the thought easily to
understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different by
means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The Rhetoric of Reaction: Perversity, Futility, Jeopardy is not
loveable to be your top record reading book?

Laura Thibodeau:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Rhetoric of Reaction: Perversity, Futility,
Jeopardy, you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of
hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
referred to as reading friends.

Megan Jordan:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit
or real their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.



Therefore , this The Rhetoric of Reaction: Perversity, Futility, Jeopardy can make you really feel more
interested to read.
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