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In this theoretically rich exploration of ethnic and religious tensions, Janet McIntosh demonstrates how the
relationship between two ethnic groups in the bustling Kenyan town of Malindi is reflected in and shaped by
the different ways the two groups relate to Islam. While Swahili and Giriama peoples are historically
interdependent, today Giriama find themselves literally and metaphorically on the margins, peering in at a
Swahili life of greater social and economic privilege. Giriama are frustrated to find their ethnic identity
disparaged and their versions of Islam sometimes rejected by Swahili.

The Edge of Islam explores themes as wide-ranging as spirit possession, divination, healing rituals, madness,
symbolic pollution, ideologies of money, linguistic code-switching, and syncretism and its alternatives.
McIntosh shows how the differing versions of Islam practiced by Swahili and Giriama, and their differing
understandings of personhood, have figured in the growing divisions between the two groups. Her
ethnographic analysis helps to explain why Giriama view Islam, a supposedly universal religion, as
belonging more deeply to certain ethnic groups than to others; why Giriama use Islam in their rituals despite
the fact that so many do not consider the religion their own; and how Giriama appropriations of Islam subtly
reinforce a distance between the religion and themselves. The Edge of Islam advances understanding of
ethnic essentialism, religious plurality, spirit possession, local conceptions of personhood, and the many
meanings of “Islam” across cultures.
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From reader reviews:

Billy Benitez:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a book. Book
has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication The Edge of Islam: Power, Personhood, and
Ethnoreligious Boundaries on the Kenya Coast will make you to be smarter. You can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think that will open or reading any book
make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or
acceptable book with you?

Lynn Jones:

The book The Edge of Islam: Power, Personhood, and Ethnoreligious Boundaries on the Kenya Coast can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the good thing
like a book The Edge of Islam: Power, Personhood, and Ethnoreligious Boundaries on the Kenya Coast? A
number of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give many facts for us. It is
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that,
you may give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Edge of Islam: Power, Personhood,
and Ethnoreligious Boundaries on the Kenya Coast has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and
big function for you. You can look the enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.

Theresa Nash:

The actual book The Edge of Islam: Power, Personhood, and Ethnoreligious Boundaries on the Kenya Coast
will bring someone to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is very
unique. In case you try to find new book to study, this book very suited to you. The book The Edge of Islam:
Power, Personhood, and Ethnoreligious Boundaries on the Kenya Coast is much recommended to you you
just read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Roland Collins:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you read a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The
The Edge of Islam: Power, Personhood, and Ethnoreligious Boundaries on the Kenya Coast offer you a new
experience in looking at a book.
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