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When, in July 1969, the Americans decisively beat the Soviet Union in the race to put an astronaut on the
moon, this event had profound historical, scientific and political implications. This book tells the story of the
Soviet and Russian lunar programme, from its origins to the reconsideration of a lunar programme in the
present-day federal Russian space programme. Following Sputnik, the first Soviet lunar flights achieved the
key goals of hitting, circling and photographing the moon in 1959. The Soviet Union planned to achieve the
biggest prize of them all –the first person to land on the moon – and built all the key spaceships required to
do so, such as a lunar orbiter and lander. Brian Harvey describes the techniques devised by the USSR for
lunar landing, from the LK lunar module to the LOK lunar orbiter and tested versions in Earth orbit. He asks
whether these systems would have worked and, examining how well they were tested, concludes that they
would have: the Soviet Union lost the moon race for political, not technical reasons. Designs for moon bases
were even drawn up. In the end, the Soviet Union ran an impressive series of robotic missions from 1968 to
1976 to circle the moon, map the far side, conduct scientific observations from orbit, recover samples and
rove over the surface. The scientific haul from these missions is surveyed: what was actually learned about
the moon, its rocks and the lunar environment, that will be useful for the present plans by the United States
to return to the moon and for other countries, such as India and China, to conduct their own lunar
exploration. The book opens in Surgut, Siberia, in August 1976, with a largely forgotten event: the return to
Earth after a three-day journey from the moon, under a single parachute, of the tiny Luna 24 cabin, with a
core sample drilled deep into the Sea of Crises, a remarkable scientific and engineering achievement. It ends
with an examination of projected missions, from plans to explore the far side and set up lunar observatories
to the Luna Glob explorer of the 1990s. There is also discussion of lunar tourism, using a modernized
version of the Zond spacecraft which flew around the moon from1968 to 1970.
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From reader reviews:

Geraldine Noll:

This book untitled Soviet and Russian Lunar Exploration (Springer Praxis Books) to be one of several books
which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit onto it.
You will easily to buy this book in the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher of this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Amy Medina:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get large amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time,
we will say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of
activity do you have when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited
right. Then do you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the
actual book you have read is usually Soviet and Russian Lunar Exploration (Springer Praxis Books).

Ricardo Kiernan:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Soviet and Russian Lunar Exploration
(Springer Praxis Books), it is possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to miss
it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come
on its called reading friends.

Richard Graham:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have
to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several books
in the top record in your reading list is actually Soviet and Russian Lunar Exploration (Springer Praxis
Books). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious person. By
looking upwards and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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