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The decision announced by John F. Kennedy on May 25, 1961, initiating the expedition to the moon, is now
documented in full for future students of history. To John Logsdon, whose approach is that of a political
scientist examining the influence of men and events on the decision-making process, the decision to land a
man on the moon "before this decade is out" was wholly political rather than military, although overtones of
implied defense were useful in obtaining congressional support. Moreover, he notes it was made without the
support of the scientific community, although their previous research efforts were expected partially to offset
this deterrent.

Although the success of the Russian manned orbit and the fiasco of the Bay of Pigs invasion certainly
influenced the timing, in the author's interpretation the Kennedy decision manages to escape the narrow
definition of a public relations exhibition. In Kennedy's view, he emphasizes, the security of the country
itself was inseparably linked to a position of prestige in world opinion. Nor was he a particular enthusiast of
space exploration for its own rewards. As he remarked to one of his advisors, "If you had a scientific
spectacular on this earth that would be more useful—say desalting the ocean—or something just as dramatic
and convincing as space, then we would do that."

The thoroughness of this book as a historical record is evident throughout. NASA historical records and
government documents not previously released, including several Presidential papers, are used in the
analysis, and the author weaves these records together with subtleties of opinion from interviews with NASA
officials and such Kennedy advisors as Theodore Sorenson, McGeorge Bundy, David Bell, and Jerome
Wiesner.
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From reader reviews:

Preston Sloan:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you will require this The Decision to Go to the Moon: Project Apollo and the National
Interest.

Kurt Hooper:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind proficiency
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your
short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that need more time
to be examine. The Decision to Go to the Moon: Project Apollo and the National Interest can be your answer
given it can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.

Cindi Russell:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This specific The Decision to Go to the Moon: Project Apollo and
the National Interest can give you a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you have
point that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't understand, by
knowing more than other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Decision to Go
to the Moon: Project Apollo and the National Interest.

Debra Becnel:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book The Decision to Go to the Moon: Project
Apollo and the National Interest to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill
of reading skill is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to read
it and mingle the impression about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to
open up a book and read it. Beside that the publication The Decision to Go to the Moon: Project Apollo and
the National Interest can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and confuse with the
information must you're doing of that time.
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