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Based on an award-winning thesis, this volume is a pioneering study of musical theatre and popular culture
and its relation to the production of identity in Lebanon in the second half of the twentieth century.

In the aftermath of the departure of the French from Lebanon and the civil violence of 1958, the Rahbani
brothers (Asi and Mansour) staged a series of folkloric musical theatrical extravaganzas at the annual
Ba‘labakk festival which highlighted the talents of Asi’s wife, the Lebanese diva Fairouz, arguably the most
famous living Arab singer. The inclusion of these folkloric vignettes into the festival’s otherwise European
dominated cultural agenda created a powerful nation-building combination of what Partha Chatterjee calls
the ‘appropriation of the popular’ and the ‘classicization of tradition.’

The Rahbani project coincides with the confluence of increasing internal and external migration in Lebanon,
as well as with the rapid development of mass media technology, of which the Ba'labakk festival can be seen
as an extension. Employing theories of nationalism, modernity, globalism and locality, this book shows that
these factors combined to give the project a potent identity-forming power.

Popular Culture and Nationalism in Lebanon is the first study of Fairouz and the Rahbani family in English
and will appeal to students and researchers in the field of Middle East studies, Popular culture and musical
theatre.
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From reader reviews:

Melissa Wilcox:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great and important the book Popular Culture and Nationalism in
Lebanon: The Fairouz and Rahbani Nation (Routledge Studies in Middle Eastern Literatures). All type of
book would you see on many sources. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Omar Lamm:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you
want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy read one having theme
for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual Popular Culture and Nationalism in Lebanon: The
Fairouz and Rahbani Nation (Routledge Studies in Middle Eastern Literatures) is kind of guide which is
giving the reader unstable experience.

Jimmie Houck:

The book untitled Popular Culture and Nationalism in Lebanon: The Fairouz and Rahbani Nation (Routledge
Studies in Middle Eastern Literatures) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your ex idea
with easy method. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can
easy to read this. The book was published by famous author. The author provides you in the new time of
literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or program, so you
can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
available their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice go through.

Blanche Dobos:

You may get this Popular Culture and Nationalism in Lebanon: The Fairouz and Rahbani Nation (Routledge
Studies in Middle Eastern Literatures) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it may
to be your solve problem if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only
simply by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era including
now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your
ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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