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Making New Words provides a detailed study of the 200 or so prefixes and suffixes which create new words
in today's English. Alongside a systematic discussion of these forms, Professor Dixon explores and explains
the hundreds of conundrums that seem to be exceptions to general rules. Why, for instance, do we say un-
distinguished (with prefix un-) but in-distinguishable (with in-); why un-ceasing but in-cesssant? Why,
alongside gold-en, do we say silver-y (not silver-en)? Why is it wood-en (not wood-ic) but metall-ic (not
metall-en)?

After short preliminary chapters, which set the scene and outline the criteria employed, there are accounts of
the derivation of negative words, of other derivations which do not change word class, on making new verbs,
new adjectives, new nouns, and new adverbs. The final chapter deals with combinations of suffixes, of
prefixes, and of the two together. Within each chapter, derivational affixes are arranged in semantic groups,
the members of which are contrasted with respect to meaning and function; for example, child-less and
child-free. For each affix there is an account of its genetic origin (from Old English, Greek, Latin, French,
and so on), its phonological form and implications for stress placement, the roots it can be attached to (and
why), and how its range of meanings has developed over the centuries. The book is written in the author's
accustomed style - clear and well-organised, with easy-to-understand explanations. The exposition is
illustrated by examples, ranging from Shakespeare, W. S. Gilbert, and modern novels to what was heard on
the radio. It will be an invaluable text and sourcebook for scholars and students of the English language and
of general linguistics, from undergraduate level upwards. The many fascinating facts presented here, in such
a lucid and accessible manner, will also appeal to the general reader interested in picking to pieces the
English language to see how it works.
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From reader reviews:

Clarence Bowen:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important usually. The book Making New Words: Morphological Derivation in
English has been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It
is very advantages for you. The book Making New Words: Morphological Derivation in English is not only
giving you far more new information but also to become your friend when you experience bored. You can
spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the book Making New
Words: Morphological Derivation in English. You never really feel lose out for everything in the event you
read some books.

Charles Morris:

Here thing why this particular Making New Words: Morphological Derivation in English are different and
trusted to be yours. First of all examining a book is good however it depends in the content than it which is
the content is as yummy as food or not. Making New Words: Morphological Derivation in English giving
you information deeper as different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no book that similar
with Making New Words: Morphological Derivation in English. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its
open up your current eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is might be can be happened
around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your approach home by
train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Making New
Words: Morphological Derivation in English in e-book can be your substitute.

Helen McClain:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Making New Words: Morphological Derivation
in English as your daily resource information.

Leon Bailey:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their
reader with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But
also they write about the ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or



how to teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world
always try to improve their skill in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One
of them is this Making New Words: Morphological Derivation in English.
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