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The subjugation of Native Americans by European immigrants grew out of a violent clash of cultures that, in
retrospect, hid real opportunities for peaceful coexistence. Key elements of this tragic tale can clearly be seen
in Yasuhide Kawashima's chronicle of the events surrounding a criminal trial in Puritan New England-
perhaps the earliest landmark case in American law.

In 1675, Wampanoag Indian John Sassamon was allegedly ambushed and murdered on his way home from
Plymouth, where he had warned the colonists about his people's plan to attack them. An investigation led to
the trial and execution of three Indians based on the testimony of only one suspect witness. The verdict
aggravated tensions between Indians and settlers and ultimately ignited King Philip's War, after which
Indians were subjugated, their villages effectively became reservations, and all hope of bicultural existence
vanished.

Although it is usually considered from a political or cultural standpoint, Kawashima retells the story of the
murder and trial from the perspective of legal history and overlapping jurisdictions. He shows that
Plymouth's aggressive extension of its legal authority marked the end of four decades of legal coexistence
between Indians and colonists, ushering in a new era of cultural and legal imperialism.

Kawashima views this seminal legal conflict as a reflection of much larger cultural differences between the
two groups. Within that context, however, he also questions the validity of the proceedings themselves. In
the end, Kawashima suggests, the murder verdict was a rush to judgment that rested on the shaky
foundations of neglected forensic evidence as well as procedural violations of colonial law that ignored the
rights of the accused. That decision marked a turning point in Euro-Indian relations and set the pattern for the
ultimate marginalization of all Indians in North America. Kawashima's explication of those events casts
history in a new light and shows us the critical importance of this landmark case.
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From reader reviews:

Glenna Monaghan:

This Igniting King Philip's War: The John Sassamon Murder Trial book is not really ordinary book, you have
it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually information inside
this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will
get. That Igniting King Philip's War: The John Sassamon Murder Trial without we comprehend teach the one
who studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Igniting King Philip's
War: The John Sassamon Murder Trial can bring whenever you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even phone. This Igniting King
Philip's War: The John Sassamon Murder Trial having good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so
you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Marie Clemmer:

The experience that you get from Igniting King Philip's War: The John Sassamon Murder Trial will be the
more deep you rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it.
It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Igniting King Philip's War: The John Sassamon
Murder Trial giving you joy feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in specific way that can be
understood by anyone who read this because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific
book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this Igniting King Philip's War: The John
Sassamon Murder Trial instantly.

Richard Vaccaro:

The book untitled Igniting King Philip's War: The John Sassamon Murder Trial is the e-book that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to anyone.
The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot
of study when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also will get the e-book of Igniting King Philip's War: The John Sassamon Murder Trial from
the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Dwight Roberts:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also know
that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. A substantial number of
sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims Igniting King Philip's War:
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