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Since the civil rights era, the doctrine of nonviolence has enjoyed near-universal acceptance by the US Left.
Today protest is often shaped by cooperation with state authorities—even organizers of rallies against police
brutality apply for police permits, and anti-imperialists usually stop short of supporting self-defense and
armed resistance. How Nonviolence Protects the State challenges the belief that nonviolence is the only way
to fight for a better world. In a call bound to stir controversy and lively debate, Peter Gelderloos invites
activists to consider diverse tactics, passionately arguing that exclusive nonviolence often acts to reinforce
the same structures of oppression that activists seek to overthrow.

Contemporary movements for social change face plenty of difficult questions, but sometimes matters of
strategy and tactics receive low priority. Many North American activists fail to scrutinize the role of
nonviolence, never posing essential questions:

• Is nonviolence effective at ending systems of oppression?

• Does nonviolence intersect with white privilege and the dominance of North over South?

• How does pacifism reinforce the same power dynamic as patriarchy?

• Ultimately, does nonviolence protect the state?

Peter Gelderloos is a radical community organizer. He is the author of Consensus: A New Handbook for
Grassroots Political, Social, and Environmental Groups and a contributor to Letters From Young Activists.
He is the co-facilitator of a workshop on the prison system, and is also involved in independent media,
copwatching, anti-oppression work, and anarchist organizing.
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From reader reviews:

Beverly Dyar:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people have do
something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific How Nonviolence
Protects the State book as basic and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a
book.

Rhonda Silva:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the guide untitled How Nonviolence Protects the State can be great
book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Melvin Schroeder:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping How Nonviolence Protects the
State that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading behavior all over
the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react
when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man or woman
but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as
your good habit, you may pick How Nonviolence Protects the State become your own starter.

Francis Corder:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book How Nonviolence Protects the State was multi-
colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book How Nonviolence Protects the
State has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private investigator
Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you
bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and
try to like reading in which.
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