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Throughout his tenure as a registry clerk with the Immigration Division of Ellis Island, Augustus F. Sherman
systematically photographed more than 200 families, groups, and individuals while they were being held by
customs for special investigations. This volume provides an essential revaluation of Sherman's striking
portraits, which predate August Sander's cataloging efforts by several years. A historical document of
unprecedented worth, Augustus F. Sherman: Ellis Island Portraits includes almost 100 portraits taken from
1905 through 1920. The subjects are frequently dressed in elaborate national costumes or folk dress,
emphasizing the variety and richness of the cultural heritage that came together to form the United States.
Romanian shepherds, German stowaways, Russian vegetarians, Greek priests and Ghanaian women in
elaborately patterned dresses, are treated with equal gravitas. The resulting body of work presents a unique
and powerful picture of the stream of immigrants who came through Ellis Island. In its time, the material
contributed to the larger project of ethnographic categorization and typology typical of the early twentieth
century, much as Edward S. Curtis's portraits romanticized the "last Indians" or John Thomson's "Street Life
in London" identified and codified social class in the late 1800s. Though originally taken for his own
personal study, Sherman's work appeared in the public eye as illustrations for publications with titles such as
"Alien or American," and hung on the walls of the custom offices as cautionary or exemplary models of the
new American species.
In this book, Peter Mesenhöller, Research Associate with the Rautenstrauch-Joest-Museum of Anthropology
in Cologne, Germany, provides new critical context and analysis of this rich collection, but also addresses
the individual images as powerful, engaging photographs created by a master portraitist.
The publication is accompanied by a traveling exhibition that will open at the Ellis Island Immigration
Museum in the summer of 2005.
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From reader reviews:

Jimmy Torres:

The book Augustus F. Sherman: Ellis Island Portraits 1905-1920 can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book Augustus F. Sherman: Ellis
Island Portraits 1905-1920? A number of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this book
can give many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge
or data that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book
Augustus F. Sherman: Ellis Island Portraits 1905-1920 has simple shape however you know: it has great and
large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

Margarito Rone:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of
you maybe will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but
the problems coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Augustus F.
Sherman: Ellis Island Portraits 1905-1920 is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Minnie Rivera:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book Augustus F. Sherman: Ellis Island Portraits 1905-1920
was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Augustus F. Sherman: Ellis
Island Portraits 1905-1920 has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or
Investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book
are usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you
personally and try to like reading which.

Kristi Rowden:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is
identified as of book Augustus F. Sherman: Ellis Island Portraits 1905-1920. You can include your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one place to
other place.
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