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Though drug use was widespread in the nineteenth century, the negative influence of narcotics was mostly
unknown. Cinema of the early twentieth century was instrumental in making viewers aware of the harmful
effects of drugs. Throughout the decades, images of drugs such as marijuana, LSD, and heroin in films
impacted—both negatively and positively—the national perception of their use. In fact, the use, popularity,
and opinion of certain drugs often follow their status on the big screen.

In Hooked in Film, John Markert takes a close look at the correlation between social policies and the public
view of drugs and their portrayals in film. In this volume, Markert examines the changing social attitudes
toward illegal drugs and their cinematic depictions from as early as the 1894 film Chinese Opium Den to the
present. The first section of this book focuses on the demonization of drugs between 1900 and 1959,
followed by an assessment of marijuana on the big screen after 1960, when the drug was shown as part of
everyday life with no serious consequences. Post-1960 depictions of heroin use, which have remained
consistently negative, are also analyzed. Markert then takes a close look at the portrayals of powdered
cocaine after the 1960s and the emergence of crack in the mid-1980s. Finally, Markert discusses
hallucinogens, Ecstasy, and methamphetamines and their roles on the big screen.

Tracking hundreds of films spanning more than a century, Hooked in Film looks at camp classics like Reefer
Madness, comedies such as Cheech and Chong’s Up in Smoke, Dazed and Confused, and Pineapple Express,
and dramas, including Panic in Needle Park and Requiem for a Dream. Scholars and students of cinema,
popular culture, media studies, and sociology will find this book a valuable examination of how cinematic
portrayals of drugs have changed over time, and how those images have influenced public perception of
drugs and even public policy.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Clark:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give you lot of
advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book that will
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense happy read
one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Hooked in Film:
Substance Abuse on the Big Screen is kind of e-book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Lorraine Edler:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader
with their story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of
them is this Hooked in Film: Substance Abuse on the Big Screen.

James Crist:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your no
cost time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the book untitled Hooked in Film: Substance Abuse on the Big
Screen can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Annie Resnick:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you can read a book. It is
really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the whole day to reading
a guide. The book Hooked in Film: Substance Abuse on the Big Screen it is rather good to read. There are a
lot of folks that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not
have enough space bringing this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this
book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high quality.
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