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Writing in 1940, the prominent German art historian Erwin Panofsky asked, "How, then, is it possible to
build up art history as a respectable scholarly discipline, if its objects come into being by an irrational and
subjective process?" In Chaos and Cosmos, Karen Lang addresses the power of art to resist the pressures of
the transcendental vantage point-history. Uncovering the intellectual and cultural richness of the early years
of academic art history in Germany?the period from the 1880s to 1940?she explores various attempts within
art history to transform aesthetic phenomena?chaos?into the cosmos of a systematic, unified field of
inquiry.Lang starts by examining Panofsky's approach to aesthetic phenomena in his early theoretical essays
alongside Ernst Cassirer's contemporaneous publications on the substance and function of scientific concepts
(and on Einstein's theory of relativity). She then turns to the subject of aesthetic judgment through a
rereading of Kantian subjectivity and Kant's uneasy legacy in art history. From here, Lang considers the
different organizing theories of symbolic form proposed by Aby Warburg and Cassirer, as well as Goethe's
inspiration for both; Alois Riegl's notion of age value and Walter Benjamin's conceptions of the aura;
concluding with an extended examination of objectivity and the figure of the art connoisseur.Extensively
illustrated with works of art from the Enlightenment to the present day, this venturesome book illuminates an
intellectual legacy that has profoundly shaped the study of the history of art in ways that have, until now,
been largely unacknowledged. Addressing the interplay of chaos and cosmos in terms of history, art history,
philosophy, and epistemology, Lang traces shifts in point of view in art history and the way these shifts
change aesthetic objects into historical objects, and even objects of knowledge.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Mota:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other is
high. For you who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Chaos and Cosmos: On the
Image in Aesthetics and Art History book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Michael Garcia:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you read,
if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy read one
along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Chaos and Cosmos: On the
Image in Aesthetics and Art History is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Betty Blake:

The guide with title Chaos and Cosmos: On the Image in Aesthetics and Art History includes a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. That book exist new
information the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world currently. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you in
new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you
want.

Shelley Gavin:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled Chaos
and Cosmos: On the Image in Aesthetics and Art History your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can become your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation this
maybe you never get just before. The Chaos and Cosmos: On the Image in Aesthetics and Art History giving
you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful info for your better
life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will probably
be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?
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