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Mormon religious belief has long been a mystery to outsiders, either dismissed as anomalous to the
American religious tradition or extolled as the most genuine creation of the American imagination. The
Refiner's Fire presents a new and comprehensive understanding of the roots of Mormon religion, whose
theology promises the faithful that they will become "gods" through the restoration of ancient mysteries and
regain the divine powers of Adam lost in the fall from Paradise. Professor Brooke contends that the origins
of Mormonism lie in the fusion of radical religion with occult ideas, and organizes his book around the two
problems of demonstrating the survival of these ideas into the nineteenth century and explaining how they
were manifested in Mormon doctrine. In the concluding chapter, the author provides an outline of how
Mormonism since the 1850s gradually moved toward traditional Protestant Christianity. As well as religion,
the book explores magic, witchcraft, alchemy, Freemasonry, counterfeiting, and state-formation. John L.
Brooke is professor of history at Tufts University and the acclaimed author of The Heart of the
Commonwealth: Society and Political Culture in Worcester County, Massachusetts, 1713-1861 (CUP, 1989),
which has won, among other prizes, the Organization of American Historians' Merle Curti Award for
Intellectual History and the National Historical Society Book Prize for American History.
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From reader reviews:

Tanisha Goss:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that question because
just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because
start from on pre-school until university need this particular The Refiner's Fire: The Making of Mormon
Cosmology, 1644-1844 to read.

Rudy Nixon:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this The Refiner's Fire: The
Making of Mormon Cosmology, 1644-1844 book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Brandon Huff:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what
kind of reserve you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want
sense happy read one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular The
Refiner's Fire: The Making of Mormon Cosmology, 1644-1844 is kind of book which is giving the reader
unstable experience.

Sally Rose:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can have the
e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Refiner's Fire: The Making of Mormon
Cosmology, 1644-1844 which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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