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The conflict between politics and antipolitics has replayed throughout Western history and philosophical
thought. From the beginning, Plato's quest for absolute certainty led him to denounce democracy, an anti-
political position challenged by Aristotle. In his wide-ranging narrative, Dick Howard puts this dilemma into
fresh perspective, proving our contemporary political problems are not as unique as we think.

Howard begins with democracy in ancient Greece and the rise and fall of republican politics in Rome. In the
wake of Rome's collapse, political thought searched for a new medium, and the conflict between politics and
antipolitics reemerged through the contrasting theories of Saint Augustine and Saint Thomas. During the
Renaissance and Reformation, the emergence of the modern individual again transformed the terrain of the
political. Even so, politics vs. antipolitics dominated the period, frustrating even Machiavelli, who sought to
reconceptualize the nature of political thought. Hobbes and Locke, theorists of the social contract, then
reenacted the conflict, which Rousseau sought (in vain) to overcome. Adam Smith and the growth of modern
economic liberalism, the radicalism of the French revolution, and the conservative reaction of Edmund
Burke subsequently marked the triumph of antipolitics, while the American Revolution momentarily offered
the potential for a renewal of politics. Taken together, these historical examples, viewed through the prism of
philosophy, reveal the roots of today's political climate and the trajectory of battles yet to come.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Carpenter:

The reason why? Because this The Primacy of the Political: A History of Political Thought from the Greeks
to the French and American Revolutions (Columbia Studies in Political Thought / Political History) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you
with the secret that inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
amazing way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to
regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving
your ability and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were you I will
go to the book store hurriedly.

Mary Richie:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
than can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve
that need more time to be examine. The Primacy of the Political: A History of Political Thought from the
Greeks to the French and American Revolutions (Columbia Studies in Political Thought / Political History)
can be your answer as it can be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.

Jose Jones:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Primacy of the Political: A History
of Political Thought from the Greeks to the French and American Revolutions (Columbia Studies in Political
Thought / Political History) can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of
date, spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks
have than the others?

James Buscher:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By book The Primacy of the Political: A History of Political Thought from the Greeks to the French
and American Revolutions (Columbia Studies in Political Thought / Political History) we can take more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To become creative person must want to read a book.
Only choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with



that book The Primacy of the Political: A History of Political Thought from the Greeks to the French and
American Revolutions (Columbia Studies in Political Thought / Political History). You can more attractive
than now.
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