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The study of animal cognition raises profound questions about the minds of animals and philosophy of mind
itself. Aristotle argued that humans are the only animal to laugh, but in recent experiments rats have also
been shown to laugh. In other experiments, dogs have been shown to respond appropriately to over two
hundred words in human language.

In this introduction to the philosophy of animal minds Kristin Andrews introduces and assesses the essential
topics, problems and debates as they cut across animal cognition and philosophy of mind. She addresses the
following key topics:

what is cognition, and what is it to have a mind? What questions should we ask to determine whether●

behaviour has a cognitive basis?
the science of animal minds explained: ethology, behaviourist psychology, and cognitive ethology●

rationality in animals●

animal consciousness: what does research into pain and the emotions reveal? What can empirical evidence●

about animal behaviour tell us about philosophical theories of consciousness?
does animal cognition involve belief and concepts; do animals have a ‘Language of Thought’?●

animal communication●

other minds: do animals attribute ‘mindedness’ to other creatures?●

moral reasoning and ethical behaviour in animals●

animal cognition and memory.●

Extensive use of empirical examples and case studies is made throughout the book. These include Cheney
and Seyfarth’s ververt monkey research, Thorndike’s cat puzzle boxes, Jensen’s research into humans and
chimpanzees and the ultimatum game, Pankseep and Burgdorf’s research on rat laughter, and Clayton and
Emery’s research on memory in scrub-jays.

Additional features such as chapter summaries, annotated further reading and a glossary make this an
indispensable introduction to those teaching philosophy of mind, animal cognition. It will also be an
excellent resource for those in fields such as ethology, biology and psychology.
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From reader reviews:

Cory Kyle:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Animal Mind: An
Introduction to the Philosophy of Animal Cognition book since this book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody
knows.

Enrique Hayes:

The guide with title The Animal Mind: An Introduction to the Philosophy of Animal Cognition has lot of
information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This kind of book exist
new expertise the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world currently. That is
important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you in new era
of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere
you want.

Nancy Sherman:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying The Animal Mind: An Introduction to
the Philosophy of Animal Cognition that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this
book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world a great
deal better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all
of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick The Animal Mind: An
Introduction to the Philosophy of Animal Cognition become your own starter.

Donna Muniz:

This The Animal Mind: An Introduction to the Philosophy of Animal Cognition is great publication for you
because the content and that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and get to make
decision every minute. This particular book reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can state
no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having The Animal Mind: An Introduction to the Philosophy of Animal Cognition in your hand
like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no guide that
offer you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi



Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?
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