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This fascinating true story about war, intrigue, defection to the enemy, and brutal military justice is a
dramatic example of the conflicts that frequently arise between humanitarian values and inflexible military
regulations.

Shamrock and Sword's setting is the U.S.-Mexican War, remembered by Americans as an illustration of
Manifest Destiny, the inevitable extension of the American frontier. It is remembered differently by
Mexicans, who lost a substantial portion of their territory to an invading army. Perceptions on both sides of
the border will be reshaped by Robert Ryal Miller's account of American soldiers who deserted to fight in the
Mexican army. Miller uncovers the reasons for these desertions, presenting the soldiers' stories as they are
revealed in records of the time. Many of these deserters were immigrant Irishmen.

Contrary to what has been supposed, however, the Saint Patrick's Battalion included men of a dozen
nationalities. Choosing for different reasons to fight under the Mexican flag, all were treated as deserters, and
those captured were court-martialed by the U.S. Army. Fifty were executed; others were whipped and
branded. The leader of the group, John Riley, was branded with a D on both cheeks. The Mexican
government, on the other hand, viewed the men of the Saint Patrick's Battalion as heroes, awarding them
honors and erecting a monument to them.
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From reader reviews:

Jaime Worm:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded
place and notice through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is high.
For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Shamrock and Sword: The Saint Patrick's
Battalion in the U.S.-Mexican War book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually
more than just a book.

Doris Griffin:

Typically the book Shamrock and Sword: The Saint Patrick's Battalion in the U.S.-Mexican War will bring
you to definitely the new experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique.
Should you try to find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book Shamrock and Sword: The
Saint Patrick's Battalion in the U.S.-Mexican War is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the
e-book from official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Marietta Allred:

The book Shamrock and Sword: The Saint Patrick's Battalion in the U.S.-Mexican War has a lot of
information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled
by the very famous author. The writer makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to
read you can obtain the point easily after reading this article book.

Willie Briggs:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must do
is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several books in
the top listing in your reading list is Shamrock and Sword: The Saint Patrick's Battalion in the U.S.-Mexican
War. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning out to be precious
person. By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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