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The Symptom and the Subject takes an in-depth look at how the physical body first emerged in the West as
both an object of knowledge and a mysterious part of the self. Beginning with Homer, moving through
classical-era medical treatises, and closing with studies of early ethical philosophy and Euripidean tragedy,
this book rewrites the traditional story of the rise of body-soul dualism in ancient Greece. Brooke Holmes
demonstrates that as the body (sôma) became a subject of physical inquiry, it decisively changed ancient
Greek ideas about the meaning of suffering, the soul, and human nature.

By undertaking a new examination of biological and medical evidence from the sixth through fourth
centuries BCE, Holmes argues that it was in large part through changing interpretations of symptoms that
people began to perceive the physical body with the senses and the mind. Once attributed primarily to social
agents like gods and daemons, symptoms began to be explained by physicians in terms of the physical
substances hidden inside the person. Imagining a daemonic space inside the person but largely below the
threshold of feeling, these physicians helped to radically transform what it meant for human beings to be
vulnerable, and ushered in a new ethics centered on the responsibility of taking care of the self.

The Symptom and the Subject highlights with fresh importance how classical Greek discoveries made
possible new and deeply influential ways of thinking about the human subject.
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From reader reviews:

Chris Hernandez:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are
reading whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will require this The Symptom and the Subject: The Emergence of the Physical
Body in Ancient Greece.

James Buscher:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide. Book
has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication The Symptom and the Subject:
The Emergence of the Physical Body in Ancient Greece will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more
confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think in which open or reading a new book
make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best
book or acceptable book with you?

Rona Foret:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy read
one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the The Symptom and the Subject: The
Emergence of the Physical Body in Ancient Greece is kind of e-book which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Mary Ruch:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news. On
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of the
The Symptom and the Subject: The Emergence of the Physical Body in Ancient Greece when you needed it?
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