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The 1968 Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia brought an end to the Prague Spring and its promise of
"socialism with a human face." Before the invasion, Czech reformers had made unexpected use of television
to advance political and social change. In its aftermath, Communist Party leaders employed the medium to
achieve "normalization," pitching television stars against political dissidents in a televised spectacle that
defined the times.

The Greengrocer and His TV offers a new cultural history of communism from the Prague Spring to the
Velvet Revolution that reveals how state-endorsed ideologies were played out on television, particularly
through soap opera-like serials. In focusing on the small screen, Paulina Bren looks to the "normal" of
normalization, to the everyday experience of late communism. The figure central to this book is the
greengrocer who, in a seminal essay by Václav Havel, symbolized the ordinary citizen who acquiesced to the
communist regime out of fear.

Bren challenges simplistic dichotomies of fearful acquiescence and courageous dissent to dramatically
reconfigure what we know, or think we know, about everyday life under communism in the 1970s and
1980s. Deftly moving between the small screen, the street, and the Central Committee (and imaginatively
drawing on a wide range of sources that include television shows, TV viewers' letters, newspapers, radio
programs, the underground press, and the Communist Party archives), Bren shows how Havel's greengrocer
actually experienced "normalization" and the ways in which popular television serials framed this
experience.

Now back by popular demand, socialist-era serials, such as The Woman Behind the Counter and The Thirty
Adventures of Major Zeman, provide, Bren contends, a way of seeing?literally and
figuratively?Czechoslovakia's normalization and Eastern Europe's real socialism.
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From reader reviews:

Wendell Nadeau:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Greengrocer and His
TV: The Culture of Communism after the 1968 Prague Spring. All type of book is it possible to see on many
solutions. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

John Lopez:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How many people
to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Greengrocer and His TV: The
Culture of Communism after the 1968 Prague Spring book as this book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already
know.

Jonathan Ouzts:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer might be The Greengrocer and His TV: The Culture of Communism
after the 1968 Prague Spring why because the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the
content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Francis Griffin:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this book. This The Greengrocer and His TV: The
Culture of Communism after the 1968 Prague Spring is simple to bring you can read it in the park your car,
in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include much space to bring the actual printed book,
you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the particular book in your
smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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