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“The last wild frontier of classical studies.” ---The Times (UK)
The Chemical Muse uncovers decades of misdirection and obfuscation to reveal the history of widespread
drug use in Ancient Rome and Greece. In the city-states that gave birth to Western civilization, drugs were
an everyday element of a free society. Often they were not just available, but vitally necessary for use in
medicine, religious ceremonies, and war campaigns. Their proponents and users existed in all classes, from
the common soldier to the emperor himself.
Citing examples in myths, medicine, and literature, D. C. A. Hillman shows how drugs have influenced and
inspired the artists, philosophers, and even politicians whose ideas have formed the basis for civilization as
we know it. Many of these ancient texts may seem well-known, but Hillman shows how timid, prudish
translations have left scholars and readers in the dark about the reality of drug use in the Classical world. 
Hillman’s argument is not simply “pro-drug.” Instead, he appeals for an intellectual honesty that
acknowledges the use of drugs in ancient societies despite today’s conflicting social mores. In the modern
world, where academia and university life are often politically charged, The Chemical Muse offers a unique
and long overdue perspective on the contentious topic of drug use and the freedom of thought.
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From reader reviews:

Sheila Walker:

This The Chemical Muse: Drug Use and the Roots of Western Civilization are reliable for you who want to
be described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this The Chemical Muse: Drug Use and the
Roots of Western Civilization can be one of the great books you must have is giving you more than just
simple reading through food but feed a person with information that maybe will shock your before
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions at
e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Chemical Muse: Drug Use and the Roots of Western
Civilization giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical
thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Joseph Haner:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name The Chemical Muse:
Drug Use and the Roots of Western Civilization suitable to you? The actual book was written by famous
writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Chemical Muse: Drug Use and the Roots of Western
Civilizationis the one of several books in which everyone read now. That book was inspired a number of
people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new shape that you ever know before. The
author explained their strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to comprehend the
core of this e-book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

Jeffrey David:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and The Chemical Muse: Drug Use and
the Roots of Western Civilization or even others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how
the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or maybe
students especially. Those books are helping them to include their knowledge. In additional case, beside
science reserve, any other book likes The Chemical Muse: Drug Use and the Roots of Western Civilization
to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Tara Huber:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book The Chemical Muse: Drug Use and the
Roots of Western Civilization to make your own reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and
mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to available



a book and read it. Beside that the book The Chemical Muse: Drug Use and the Roots of Western
Civilization can to be your brand-new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're
doing of this time.
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