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Jan Wong, a Canadian of Chinese descent, went to China as a starry-eyed Maoist in 1972 at the height of the
Cultural Revolution. A true believer--and one of only two Westerners permitted to enroll at Beijing
University--her education included wielding a pneumatic drill at the Number One Machine Tool Factory. In
the name of the Revolution, she renounced rock and roll, hauled pig manure in the paddy fields, and turned
in a fellow student who sought her help in getting to the United States. She also met and married the only
American draft dodger from the Vietnam War to seek asylum in China.

Red China Blues begins as Wong's startling--and ironic--memoir of her rocky six-year romance with Maoism
that began to sour as she became aware of the harsh realities of Chinese communism and led to her eventual
repatriation to the West. Returning to China in the late eighties as a journalist, she covered both the brutal
Tiananmen Square crackdown and the tumultuous era of capitalist reforms under Deng Xiaoping. In a wry,
absorbing, and often surreal narrative, she relates the horrors that led to her disillusionment with the
"worker's paradise." And through the stories of the people--an un-happy young woman who was sold into
marriage, China's most famous dissident, a doctor who lengthens penises--Wong creates an extraordinary
portrait of the world's most populous nation. In setting out to show readers in the Western world what life is
like in China, and why we should care, Wong reacquaints herself with the old friends--and enemies--of her
radical past, and comes to terms with the legacies of her ancestral homeland.
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From reader reviews:

Luis Ray:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new information.
When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of several ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Red
China Blues, it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours publication. Your
knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Nichole Gibson:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV,
or maybe playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different
you can read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a guide. The book Red China Blues it is very good to read. There are a lot of
individuals who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not
have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read
this book through your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book has high quality.

Franklin Richter:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Red China Blues can be the answer, oh how
comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this
fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Micah Clark:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen will need book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
Through the book Red China Blues we can take more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To
be creative person must choose to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that appropriate with your
aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by this book Red China Blues. You can more inviting than now.
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