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In his time, Robert Hallowell Gardiner III (1855–1924) was the heart and soul of the Progressive Era’s
movement to establish cooperation among all Christian churches. Gardiner’s legacy today is the World
Council of Churches. From his home on the Kennebec River and from the Maine town that bears his family’s
name, Gardiner carried on an extensive letter-writing campaign on behalf of the reunion of worldwide
Christianity. John F. Woolverton incorporates Gardiner’s eleven thousand letters, as well as his published
speeches and articles and family records, to present the first biography of a man who was a seminal figure in
the early twentieth-century Christian ecumenical movement.

Gardiner was remarkable in that, as a layperson in the traditionally clergy-dominated, hierarchical Episcopal
Church, he was able to bring along his own often reluctant denomination, as well as the Eastern and Russian
Orthodox churches, major American and European Protestant bodies, and for a time the Roman Catholic
Church itself. In addition, in the 1890s Gardiner was a leader in Boston’s famous Social Gospel, moving on
to the Young Manhood Movement of the 1910s. He was an outspoken advocate for giving women a voice
and vote in the church, as well as a leader in the major 1916 revision of Christian education in his
denomination.

In his study, Woolverton analyzes Gardiner’s commitment as an internationalist to multilateral peace efforts
on the threshold of World War I. He also discusses Gardiner’s relationships with well-known figures from
that era: U.S. Senator George Wharton Pepper, Francis Stetson, John R. Mott, Newman Smyth, Mary
Kingsbury Simkhovitch, John J. Wynne, Cardinal James Gibbons, Episcopal Bishop Charles Henry Brent,
and Vida D. Scudder.

Woolverton shows how, despite the ravages of war, Gardiner was able to build a vast network of cooperating
political and religious leaders. American historians of the Progressive Era, church historians, and theological
students will welcome this valuable addition to the historical literature on the social gospel.
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From reader reviews:

Jean Ashburn:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Robert H.
Gardiner and the Reunification of Worldwide Christianity in the Progressive Era book as basic and daily
reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Karla Walker:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different
you can read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent 24 hours a
day to reading a book. The book Robert H. Gardiner and the Reunification of Worldwide Christianity in the
Progressive Era it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These
people were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to create this book you
can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is
not very costly but this book features high quality.

Peter Holmes:

Robert H. Gardiner and the Reunification of Worldwide Christianity in the Progressive Era can be one of
your beginner books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication has
good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in
writing Robert H. Gardiner and the Reunification of Worldwide Christianity in the Progressive Era although
doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource information that
maybe you can be among it. This great information may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
imagining.

Adam Tonn:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that question
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know
that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by book. Different



categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra Robert H. Gardiner and
the Reunification of Worldwide Christianity in the Progressive Era.
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