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In her ethnography of the Gwembe Tonga people of rural Zambia, Lisa Cliggett explores what happens to
kinship ties in times of famine. The Tonga, a matrilineal Bantu-speaking society, had long lived and farmed
along the banks of the Zambezi River, but when the Kariba Dam was completed and the river valley was
flooded in 1958, approximately 57,000 people were forcibly relocated. All of southern Africa has suffered
from severe droughts in the last three decades, and the Gwembe Valley has proved particularly susceptible to
failed harvests and sociopolitically and ecologically triggered crises.The work of survival for the Gwembe
Tonga includes difficult decisions about how to distribute inadequate resources among family members.
Physically limited elderly Tonga who rely on their kin for food and assistance are particularly vulnerable.
Cliggett examines Tonga household economies and support systems for the elderly. Old men and women,
she finds, use deeply gendered approaches to encourage aid from their children and fend off starvation. In
extreme circumstances, often the only resources at people's disposal are social support networks. Cliggett's
book tells a story about how people living in environmentally and economically dire circumstances manage
their social and material worlds to the best of their ability, sometimes at the cost of maintaining kinship
bonds?a finding that challenges Western notions of family among indigenous people, especially in rural
Africa.
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From reader reviews:

Wendy Miller:

The feeling that you get from Grains from Grass: Aging, Gender, and Famine in Rural Africa will be the
more deep you rooting the information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it.
It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Grains from Grass: Aging, Gender, and Famine in Rural
Africa giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that can be
understood by simply anyone who read it because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This
specific book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go
together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this specific
Grains from Grass: Aging, Gender, and Famine in Rural Africa instantly.

Veronica Gregor:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Grains from Grass:
Aging, Gender, and Famine in Rural Africa suitable to you? The actual book was written by well known
writer in this era. The particular book untitled Grains from Grass: Aging, Gender, and Famine in Rural
Africais the main one of several books in which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many
men and women in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimensions that you
ever know ahead of. The author explained their idea in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be
aware of the core of this e-book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world
now. To help you to see the represented of the world within this book.

Gloria Taylor:

Grains from Grass: Aging, Gender, and Famine in Rural Africa can be one of your beginning books that are
good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information.
The copy writer giving his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Grains from
Grass: Aging, Gender, and Famine in Rural Africa yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the
hottest as well as based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can
easily drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Maria McGhee:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they get a
half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book Grains from Grass: Aging, Gender, and Famine in
Rural Africa to make your current reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is developing
when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the opinion
about book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and learn it.
Beside that the e-book Grains from Grass: Aging, Gender, and Famine in Rural Africa can to be your new



friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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