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How did people think about listening in the ancient world, and what evidence do we have of it in practice?
The Christian faith came to the illiterate majority in the early Church through their ears. This proved
problematic: the senses and the body had long been held in suspicion as all too temporal, mutable and
distracting. Carol Harrison argues that despite profound ambivalence on these matters, in practice, the
senses, and in particular the sense of hearing, were ultimately regarded as necessary - indeed salvific -
constraints for fallen human beings. By examining early catechesis, preaching and prayer, she demonstrates
that what illiterate early Christians heard both formed their minds and souls and, above all, enabled them to
become "literate" listeners; able not only to grasp the rule of faith but also tacitly to follow the infinite
variations on it which were played out in early Christian teaching, exegesis and worship. It becomes clear
that listening to the faith was less a matter of rationally appropriating facts and more an art which needed to
be constantly practiced: for what was heard could not be definitively fixed and pinned down, but was
ultimately the Word of the unknowable, transcendent God. This word demanded of early Christian listeners a
response - to attend to its echoes, recollect and represent it, stretch out towards it source, and in the process,
be transformed by it.
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From reader reviews:

Gemma Jackson:

In other case, little men and women like to read book The Art of Listening in the Early Church. You can
choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important the
book The Art of Listening in the Early Church. You can add understanding and of course you can around the
world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From your country
till foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know
that. In this era, you can open a book as well as searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can
use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Shay Price:

Here thing why this particular The Art of Listening in the Early Church are different and reliable to be yours.
First of all studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is as
delicious as food or not. The Art of Listening in the Early Church giving you information deeper since
different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no guide that similar with The Art of Listening
in the Early Church. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that
happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like
in park your car, café, or even in your method home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing
the imprinted book maybe the form of The Art of Listening in the Early Church in e-book can be your
alternative.

Gary Forsyth:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject The Art of
Listening in the Early Church suitable to you? The particular book was written by well-known writer in this
era. The particular book untitled The Art of Listening in the Early Churchis the main of several books which
everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will
enter the new way of measuring that you ever know just before. The author explained their thought in the
simple way, therefore all of people can easily to understand the core of this guide. This book will give you a
great deal of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this
particular book.

Dorothy Stanek:

Often the book The Art of Listening in the Early Church has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read
this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. The author makes
some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
reading this book.
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