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The concept of an encyclopedic museum was born of the Enlightenment, a manifestation of society’s
growing belief that the spread of knowledge and the promotion of intellectual inquiry were crucial to human
development and the future of a rational society. But in recent years, museums have been under attack, with
critics arguing that they are little more than relics and promoters of imperialism. Could it be that the
encyclopedic museum has outlived its usefulness?

With Museums Matter, James Cuno, president and director of the Art Institute of Chicago, replies with a
resounding “No!” He takes us on a brief tour of the modern museum, from the creation of the British
Museum—the archetypal encyclopedic collection—to the present, when major museums host millions of
visitors annually and play a major role in the cultural lives of their cities. Along the way, Cuno
acknowledges the legitimate questions about the role of museums in nation-building and imperialism, but he
argues strenuously that even a truly national museum like the Louvre can’t help but open visitors’ eyes and
minds to the wide diversity of world cultures and the stunning art that is our common heritage. Engaging
with thinkers such as Edward Said and Martha Nussbaum, and drawing on examples from the politics of
India to the destruction of the Bramiyan Buddhas to the history of trade and travel, Cuno makes a case for
the encyclopedic museum as a truly cosmopolitan institution, promoting tolerance, understanding, and a
shared sense of history—values that are essential in our ever more globalized age.

Powerful, passionate, and to the point, Museums Matter is the product of a lifetime of working in and
thinking about museums; no museumgoer should miss it.
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From reader reviews:

Ellen Kelsey:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Museums Matter: In Praise of the Encyclopedic Museum
(The Rice University Campbell Lectures).

Bernard Lewis:

Inside other case, little people like to read book Museums Matter: In Praise of the Encyclopedic Museum
(The Rice University Campbell Lectures). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book.
Provided that we know about how is important a new book Museums Matter: In Praise of the Encyclopedic
Museum (The Rice University Campbell Lectures). You can add know-how and of course you can around
the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can realize everything! From your country
until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In
this era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it
when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's study.

Duane Sills:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book Museums Matter: In Praise of the
Encyclopedic Museum (The Rice University Campbell Lectures) will make you to always be smarter. You
can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think that open or
reading a book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking
best book or acceptable book with you?

Kenneth Sigler:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of
news. In this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the Museums Matter: In Praise of the Encyclopedic Museum (The Rice University Campbell
Lectures) when you desired it?
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