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Despite its long history of encounters with colonialism, slavery, and neocolonialism, Panama continues to be
an under-researched site of African Diaspora identity, culture, and performance. To address this void, Renée
Alexander Craft examines an Afro-Latin Carnival performance tradition called “Congo” as it is enacted in
the town of Portobelo, Panama—the nexus of trade in the Spanish colonial world. In When the Devil Knocks:
The Congo Tradition and the Politics of Blackness in Twentieth-Century Panama, Alexander Craft draws on
over a decade of critical ethnographic research to argue that Congo traditions tell the story of cimarronaje,
charting self-liberated Africans’ triumph over enslavement, their parody of the Spanish Crown and Catholic
Church, their central values of communalism and self-determination, and their hard-won victories toward
national inclusion and belonging.
When the Devil Knocks analyzes the Congo tradition as a dynamic cultural, ritual, and identity performance
that tells an important story about a Black cultural past while continuing to create itself in a Black cultural
present. This book examines “Congo” within the history of twentieth century Panamanian etnia negra
culture, politics, and representation, including its circulation within the political economy of contemporary
tourism.
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From reader reviews:

Curtis Phillips:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide When the Devil Knocks: The Congo Tradition
and the Politics of Blackness in Twentieth-Century Panama (Black Performance and Cultural Criticism) will
make you to end up being smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every little thing.
But some of you think that open or reading a book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are
often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with you?

Wilma Hogan:

This When the Devil Knocks: The Congo Tradition and the Politics of Blackness in Twentieth-Century
Panama (Black Performance and Cultural Criticism) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after
that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually information inside this
reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you
will get. This specific When the Devil Knocks: The Congo Tradition and the Politics of Blackness in
Twentieth-Century Panama (Black Performance and Cultural Criticism) without we realize teach the one
who reading through it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry When the Devil
Knocks: The Congo Tradition and the Politics of Blackness in Twentieth-Century Panama (Black
Performance and Cultural Criticism) can bring any time you are and not make your bag space or
bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This When the
Devil Knocks: The Congo Tradition and the Politics of Blackness in Twentieth-Century Panama (Black
Performance and Cultural Criticism) having good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not
feel uninterested in reading.

Betty Patton:

The experience that you get from When the Devil Knocks: The Congo Tradition and the Politics of
Blackness in Twentieth-Century Panama (Black Performance and Cultural Criticism) may be the more deep
you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to recognise but When the Devil Knocks: The Congo Tradition and the Politics of
Blackness in Twentieth-Century Panama (Black Performance and Cultural Criticism) giving you joy feeling
of reading. The article writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by simply anyone
who read the idea because the author of this book is well-known enough. This book also makes your
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We advise you for having this kind of When the Devil Knocks: The Congo Tradition and
the Politics of Blackness in Twentieth-Century Panama (Black Performance and Cultural Criticism)
instantly.



Anthony Muller:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but novel and When the Devil Knocks: The Congo Tradition and the
Politics of Blackness in Twentieth-Century Panama (Black Performance and Cultural Criticism) or even
others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel need
to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those ebooks
are helping them to put their knowledge. In various other case, beside science publication, any other book
likes When the Devil Knocks: The Congo Tradition and the Politics of Blackness in Twentieth-Century
Panama (Black Performance and Cultural Criticism) to make your spare time considerably more colorful.
Many types of book like this.
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