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Arthur Herman has now written the definitive sequel to his New York Times bestseller, How the Scots
Invented the Modern World, and extends the themes of the book—which sold half a million copies
worldwide—back to the ancient Greeks and forward to the age of the Internet. The Cave and the Light
is a magisterial account of how the two greatest thinkers of the ancient world, Plato and Aristotle, laid
the foundations of Western culture—and how their rivalry shaped the essential features of our culture
down to the present day.
  
Plato came from a wealthy, connected Athenian family and lived a comfortable upper-class lifestyle until he
met an odd little man named Socrates, who showed him a new world of ideas and ideals. Socrates taught
Plato that a man must use reason to attain wisdom, and that the life of a lover of wisdom, a philosopher, was
the pinnacle of achievement. Plato dedicated himself to living that ideal and went on to create a school, his
famed Academy, to teach others the path to enlightenment through contemplation.
 
However, the same Academy that spread Plato’s teachings also fostered his greatest rival. Born to a family of
Greek physicians, Aristotle had learned early on the value of observation and hands-on experience. Rather
than rely on pure contemplation, he insisted that the truest path to knowledge is through empirical discovery
and exploration of the world around us. Aristotle, Plato’s most brilliant pupil, thus settled on a philosophy
very different from his instructor’s and launched a rivalry with profound effects on Western culture.
 
The two men disagreed on the fundamental purpose of the philosophy. For Plato, the image of the cave
summed up man’s destined path, emerging from the darkness of material existence to the light of a higher
and more spiritual truth. Aristotle thought otherwise. Instead of rising above mundane reality, he insisted, the
philosopher’s job is to explain how the real world works, and how we can find our place in it. Aristotle set up
a school in Athens to rival Plato’s Academy: the Lyceum. The competition that ensued between the two
schools, and between Plato and Aristotle, set the world on an intellectual adventure that lasted through the
Middle Ages and Renaissance and that still continues today.
 
From Martin Luther (who named Aristotle the third great enemy of true religion, after the devil and the
Pope) to Karl Marx (whose utopian views rival Plato’s), heroes and villains of history have been inspired and
incensed by these two master philosophers—but never outside their influence.
 
Accessible, riveting, and eloquently written, The Cave and the Light provides a stunning new perspective on
the Western world, certain to open eyes and stir debate.

Praise for The Cave and the Light
 
“A sweeping intellectual history viewed through two ancient Greek lenses . . . breezy and enthusiastic but
resting on a sturdy rock of research.”—Kirkus Reviews
 
“Examining mathematics, politics, theology, and architecture, the book demonstrates the continuing



relevance of the ancient world.”—Publishers Weekly
 
“A fabulous way to understand over two millennia of history, all in one book.”—Library Journal
 
“Entertaining and often illuminating.”—The Wall Street Journal
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From reader reviews:

Jason Dolly:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book The Cave and the Light: Plato Versus Aristotle, and the
Struggle for the Soul of Western Civilization. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a
book. As long as we know about how is important some sort of book The Cave and the Light: Plato Versus
Aristotle, and the Struggle for the Soul of Western Civilization. You can add expertise and of course you can
around the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can know everything! From your
country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you
could know that. In this era, we could open a book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book.
You should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Irving Wile:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Cave and the Light:
Plato Versus Aristotle, and the Struggle for the Soul of Western Civilization. All type of book could you see
on many sources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Arthur Warnick:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Sure, by
reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other is high. In your
case who want to start reading any book, we give you that The Cave and the Light: Plato Versus Aristotle,
and the Struggle for the Soul of Western Civilization book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because
this book is more than just a book.

Ann Lang:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Cave and the Light: Plato
Versus Aristotle, and the Struggle for the Soul of Western Civilization guide written by well-known writer
whose to say well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written
inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger
then you still doubt The Cave and the Light: Plato Versus Aristotle, and the Struggle for the Soul of Western
Civilization as good book but not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one guide that can
break don't determine book by its cover, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come
on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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