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Smoking has played an important role in the cultures of North America since ancient times. Because of the
ceremonial and ritual aspects of the practice in Native American societies, smoking pipes are important
cultural artifacts. The essays in The Culture of Smoking constitute the first sustained interpretive study of
smoking pipes, focusing on the cultural significance of smoking both before and after European contact.

Pipes lend themselves to anthropological as well as archaeological analysis in part because they are more
ceremonial than utilitarian. Thus, while their styles and provenance can reveal something about trade
relationships, cultural transfer, and aesthetic influences, they also provide important information about the
nature of ritual in a particular society. As the contributors demonstrate, pipes offer a window through which
to view the symbolic, ideological, and political roles that smoking has played in North American societies
from prehistoric times to the nineteenth century.

The eleven essays included range widely over time and region, beginning with a case study of pipes and
mortuary practices in the Ohio Valley during the Early Woodland Period. Subsequent chapters examine
stone pipes from coastal North Carolina during the Late Woodland Period and the role pipes played in
interregional interaction among protohistoric Native American groups in the Midwest and Northeast. Other
essays explore the variety of cultural and political uses of pipes during the period of European contact. The
final section of the book focuses on smoking in Euro-American contexts of the seventeenth through
nineteenth centuries.

The innovative interpretive approaches taken by the contributors and the broad historical perspective will
make The Culture of Smoking a model for examining other categories of material culture, and the volume
will be welcomed by anthropologists and historians as well as archaeologists.

Sean M. Rafferty is associate professor of anthropology at the University at Albany, State University of New
York.

Rob Mann is the southeast regional archaeologist for Louisiana and is based in the Museum of Natural
Science at Louisiana State University.
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From reader reviews:

June Whitaker:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Smoking & Culture: The Archaeology of Tobacco Pipes in Eastern
North America book is readable through you who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here
are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to
give to you. The writer of Smoking & Culture: The Archaeology of Tobacco Pipes in Eastern North America
content conveys the thought easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the articles but it just different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Smoking & Culture: The
Archaeology of Tobacco Pipes in Eastern North America is not loveable to be your top collection reading
book?

Jesse Fox:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Smoking & Culture: The Archaeology of
Tobacco Pipes in Eastern North America as your daily resource information.

Robert Brown:

Typically the book Smoking & Culture: The Archaeology of Tobacco Pipes in Eastern North America has a
lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by
the very famous author. This articles author makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of
book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

Ann Conley:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. With
this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find the
Smoking & Culture: The Archaeology of Tobacco Pipes in Eastern North America when you needed it?
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