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The New York Times Book Review praised the characters in Jon Hassler's last novel, Dear James, as"so
exquisitely rendered that even a first-time visitor to Staggerford will come to love them as old friends." Now,
in Rookery Blues, Hassler once again brings to life an oddball group of Midwesterners, as they brace
themselves and each other for the turmoil of the late 1960s on a small college campus.
Rookery, Minnesota, is about as far north as you can go and still be in the United States, and Rookery State
College is an academic backwater if ever there was one. The campus is populated by students seeking draft
deferments during the height of the Vietnam War and misfit teachers who can't get a job anywhere else.
Even so, some of the faculty at Rookery State long for a meeting of the minds, the companionship of
soulmates.
And then, one frigid afternoon, the Icejam Quintet is born in the improbable basement apartment of Neil
Novotny, an unkempt English instructor and obsessed novelist. With Leland Edwards on piano, Neil on
clarinet, Victor Dash on drums, and Connor on bass, the group comes together with the help of its muse, the
lovely Peggy Benoit, who plays saxophone and sings. The most gifted and spirited of the bunch, Peggy
instills the harmony that allows the Icejammers to produce the kind of jazz they've all dreamed of playing,
bringing them satisfaction they never thought they'd experience.
But even isolated Rookery State will be touched by the great discontent sweeping the country. News of a
salary freeze electrifies the rabble-rousing Victor, and the first labor union in history comes noisily to
campus. As a teachers' strike takes shape, threatening both the draft-dodging students and the complacent
administration, the five musicians must struggle with their loyalties--to the school, the town, their families,
and each other....
As he does in all his novels, Jon Hassler infuses the story of this unlikely collection of eccentrics with wry
wit, deep feeling, and ultimately, his faith in human beings to endure despite their own sadly comic foibles.
Like his beloved Staggerford novels, Rookery Blues is about the sheer need for community that everyone
harbors--even in the unlikeliest places.
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Raminez:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others.
When you read this Rookery Blues, you may tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours e-book.
Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Cliff Boyd:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill
your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If
you want to attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled Rookery Blues can be excellent book to
read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Bessie Scudder:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be Rookery Blues why because the wonderful cover that
make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is actually
fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Piedad Trainor:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Rookery Blues can be the
respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by
reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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