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In 300 BCE, the tutor of the heir-apparent to the Chu throne was laid to rest in a tomb at Jingmen, Hubei
province in central China. A corpus of bamboo-strip texts that recorded the philosophical teachings of an era
was buried with him. The tomb was sealed, and China quickly became the theater of the Qin conquest, an
event that proved to be one of the most significant in ancient history. For over two millennia, the texts were
forgotten. But in October 1993, they were unearthed.
The discovery of the Guodian texts, together with other recently discovered Warring States manuscripts, has
revolutionized the study of early Chinese intellectual history. Kenneth Holloway argues that the Guodian
corpus puts forth a political philosophy based on the harmonious interconnection of individuals engaged in
moral self-cultivation. This unique worldview, says Holloway, cannot meaningfully be categorized as
"Confucian" or "Daoist," because it shares important concepts and vocabulary with a number of different
textual traditions that have anachronistically been characterized as competing or incompatible "schools" of
thought. He finds that within the Guodian corpus familiar philosophical concepts and texts are applied in
distinctive ways, presenting a worldview that is quite different from the received textual traditions.
In the corpus, the most important function of government is to assist in the harmonization of state and family
relations. It sees the relationship between these two entities - the family and the collection of families that
ultimately constitute the state - as being inherently conflicting social groupings. The texts posit an interesting
solution: State and family disharmony can be overcome by developing a hybrid government that employs
both meritocratic and aristocratic methods. Without knowledge of the emphasis on hybridization found in the
Guodian texts, however, scholars were unable to understand the interrelationships between these two
methods of government. This new understanding illuminates central issues of government, religion, and
philosophy in early China that were overlooked in received texts.
As part of the contribution to our understanding of this particular body of texts, Holloway proposes a
methodology for assessing a corpus of texts without relying on assumptions and definitions that derive from
two thousand years of scholarship. The Guodian corpus, and Holloway's analysis of it, are now absolutely
indispensable to any student or scholar of ancient Chinese intellectual history.
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From reader reviews:

Melissa Chandler:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading. Sure,
by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high. To suit your
needs who want to start reading any book, we give you that Guodian The Newly Discovered Seeds of
Chinese Religious and Political Philosophy book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Phil Garcia:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the guide untitled Guodian The Newly Discovered Seeds of Chinese
Religious and Political Philosophy can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Deborah Young:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book Guodian The Newly Discovered Seeds of Chinese
Religious and Political Philosophy was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that
book Guodian The Newly Discovered Seeds of Chinese Religious and Political Philosophy has many kinds
or genre. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and
believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers
you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that.

Ashley Robinette:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. Through
the book Guodian The Newly Discovered Seeds of Chinese Religious and Political Philosophy we can
consider more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To become creative person must want to read a
book. Only choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life
with that book Guodian The Newly Discovered Seeds of Chinese Religious and Political Philosophy. You
can more appealing than now.
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