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Despite the enduring popular image of the blitzkrieg of World War II, the German Army always depended
on horses. It could not have waged war without them. While the Army's reliance on draft horses to pull
artillery, supply wagons, and field kitchens is now generally acknowledged, D. R. Dorondo's Riders of the
Apocalypse examines the history of the German cavalry, a combat arm that not only survived World War I
but also rode to war again in 1939. Though concentrating on the period between 1939 and 1945, the book
places that history firmly within the larger context of the mounted arm's development from the Franco-
Prussian War of 1870 to the Third Reich's surrender.

Driven by both internal and external constraints to retain mounted forces after 1918, the German Army
effectively did nothing to reduce, much less eliminate, the preponderance of non-mechanized formations
during its breakneck expansion under the Nazis after 1933. Instead, politicized command decisions, technical
insufficiency, industrial bottlenecks, and, finally, wartime attrition meant that Army leaders were compelled
to rely on a steadily growing number of combat horsemen throughout World War II. These horsemen were
best represented by the 1st Cavalry Brigade (later Division) which saw combat in Poland, the Netherlands,
France, Russia, and Hungary. Their service, however, came to be cruelly dishonored by the horsemen of the
8th Waffen-SS Cavalry Division, a unit whose troopers spent more time killing civilians than fighting enemy
soldiers.

Throughout the story of these formations, and drawing extensively on both primary and secondary sources,
Dorondo shows how the cavalry's tradition carried on in a German and European world undergoing rapid
military industrialization after the mid-nineteenth century. And though Riders of the Apocalypse focuses on
the German element of this tradition, it also notes other countries' continuing (and, in the case of Russia,
much more extensive) use of combat horsemen after 1900. However, precisely because the Nazi regime
devoted so much effort to portray Germany's armed forces as fully modern and mechanized, the combat
effectiveness of so many German horsemen on the battlefields of Europe until 1945 remains a story that
deserves to be more widely known. Dorondo's work does much to tell that story.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Galaviz:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare
time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have time? What
did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question due to the fact just their
can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need that Riders of the Apocalypse: German Cavalry and Modern
Warfare, 1870-1945 to read.

Daniel Cadena:

Here thing why this specific Riders of the Apocalypse: German Cavalry and Modern Warfare, 1870-1945 are
different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it really depends in the
content of the usb ports which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Riders of the Apocalypse: German
Cavalry and Modern Warfare, 1870-1945 giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find
any reserve out there but there is no e-book that similar with Riders of the Apocalypse: German Cavalry and
Modern Warfare, 1870-1945. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your personal eyes about the
thing in which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can actually bring
everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing
the printed book maybe the form of Riders of the Apocalypse: German Cavalry and Modern Warfare, 1870-
1945 in e-book can be your alternative.

Barbara Kimmel:

This Riders of the Apocalypse: German Cavalry and Modern Warfare, 1870-1945 is great guide for you
because the content and that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and also have to
make decision every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can say
no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole information in it.
Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with
attractive delivering sentences. Having Riders of the Apocalypse: German Cavalry and Modern Warfare,
1870-1945 in your hand like having the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say
that no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication already do that. So ,
this really is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Santiago Bronson:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book Riders of the Apocalypse: German Cavalry and
Modern Warfare, 1870-1945 was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book
Riders of the Apocalypse: German Cavalry and Modern Warfare, 1870-1945 has many kinds or genre. Start



from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun
and unwind. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that will.
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