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Why did the German people tolerate the Nazi madness? Maria Ritter's life is haunted by the ever-painful,
never-answerable "German Question." Who knew? What was known?

Confronting the profound silence in which most postwar Germans buried pain and shame, she attempts in
this memoir to give an answer for herself and for her generation. Sixty years after the defeat of Nazi
Germany, she reflects on the nation's oppressive burden and the persecution of the contemporary
consciousness.

"'We received what we deserved,' my grandfather said after the war, and I believed him. His stare out the
window spoke of bitterness and solemn resignation in the face of God's punishment and pity for us all."

In probing the dark shadows of wartime, she reconstructs the voice of her childhood. With a determined
search for remnants of her past during a visit to her homeland, Ritter retrieves memories and emotions from
places, personal stories, and letters. As she interweaves them with events in her family's struggle to survive
the war and its aftermath, she creates a tragic tapestry.

She recalls the weary odyssey from Poland to Leipzig with refugees in 1943 and remembers being sheltered
there beside her grandfather. She returns to Dresden to rekindle memories of the firebombing in 1945. She
revisits the remote Saxony countryside where she and her mother crossed the border from East to West
Germany in flight from the Communists in 1949. She relives the pain of learning that her father "will never
return from the war." On a Memorial Day many years later, Ritter's longstanding, unresolved grief overflows
as she writes a posthumous letter to him. She suffers in the heartbreaking memory of her valiant mother, who
overcame loss and grief along the road to freedom and a new home.

Ritter's memoir sweeps through German history of the 1930s and '40s as she meditates on how she and her
people figure in the tragic story of defeat and debacle. In her recollections, in listening to the voices of her
kin, and in speaking out about the past, she finds the humane way to healing and reconciliation.

Maria Ritter is a clinical psychologist in San Diego, California.
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From reader reviews:

Lillian Carlucci:

The feeling that you get from Return to Dresden will be the more deep you rooting the information that hide
into the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand
but Return to Dresden giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in certain way that
can be understood by simply anyone who read the idea because the author of this e-book is well-known
enough. This particular book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to
understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having
this particular Return to Dresden instantly.

Edward Avelar:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Return to Dresden reserve written by
well-known writer who knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who all read the
book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for
eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt Return to Dresden as good book not merely by the cover but
also by content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why
you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Virginia Benson:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Return to Dresden can be the response,
oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading in
this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

James Waddell:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Return to Dresden can make you really feel more interested to read.
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