
Philadelphia's Progressive Orphanage: The
Carson Valley School

David R. Contosta

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0271017147
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0271017147
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0271017147


Philadelphia's Progressive Orphanage: The Carson Valley
School

David R. Contosta

Philadelphia's Progressive Orphanage: The Carson Valley School David R. Contosta

For more than seventy-five years, the Carson Valley School has served the needs of orphaned girls and other
dependent children from Philadelphia and neighboring Pennsylvania counties. Its hundred-acre campus is
remarkable for its rolling terrain, neo-medieval buildings, and design as a fantasy village.

A legacy of the progressive education movement of the early decades of the twentieth century, the school
was formally opened in 1918 as the Carson College for Orphan Girls. Its first president, Elsa Ueland, was a
former settlement house worker who was a student of John Dewey and Maria Montessori, and her life story
is closely intertwined with that of the school she oversaw for nearly half a century.

The institution was originally endowed by the $5 million estate of Philadelphia trolley magnate Robert N.
Carson, who had stipulated in his will that it could receive only white, parentless girls. Over the decades,
Ueland and her successors were able to remove these restrictions, so that by the 1970s Carson Valley was
admitting children regardless of race or gender, as well as neglected and dependent youths whose needs were
every bit as pressing as those of orphans of earlier times.

David Contosta's history of Carson Valley shows that it has long been a model of progressive education. Its
faculty is dedicated to serving the individual needs of each child, preparing students to enter the workplace,
and breaking down artificial barriers between school and the outside world. Drawing on Ueland's personal
papers to communicate both her hopes for the Progressive era and her achievements during the early years of
the school, Contosta tells how teachers and housemothers forged a unique collaboration that joined home and
school in ways that other progressive educators could only dream of. He also notes the architectural
significance of its enchanting facilities, which have played an integral part in the institution's treatment
program.

Philadelphia's Progressive Orphanage clearly shows not only how Carson Valley has been shaped by a
multitude of social, cultural, and political forces, but also how many of the reforms of the Progressive era
remain in place today. It establishes Carson's place in the history of education and child welfare and makes
an important contribution to renewed debate about orphanages and dependent child care.
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From reader reviews:

Marjorie Ingram:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Philadelphia's
Progressive Orphanage: The Carson Valley School? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You understand
beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with
their opinion or you have other opinion?

Peter Clark:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Philadelphia's Progressive
Orphanage: The Carson Valley School. All type of book could you see on many options. You can look for
the internet resources or other social media.

David Giles:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around
the world. With the book Philadelphia's Progressive Orphanage: The Carson Valley School we can get more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To be creative person must prefer to read a book. Simply choose
the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with this book
Philadelphia's Progressive Orphanage: The Carson Valley School. You can more pleasing than now.

Sharon McMichael:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of news. In
this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the Philadelphia's Progressive Orphanage: The Carson Valley School when you essential it?
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