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Merging psychoanalytic and queer theory perspectives, The Fragility of Manhood: Hawthorne, Freud, and
the Politics of Gender reframes Nathaniel Hawthorne’s work as a critique of the normative construction of
American male identity. Revising Freudian and Lacanian literary theory and establishing the concepts of
narcissism and the gaze as central, David Greven argues that Hawthorne represents normative masculinity as
fundamentally dependent on the image. In ways that provocatively intersect with psychoanalytic theory,
Hawthorne depicts subjectivity as identification with an illusory and deceptive image of wholeness and
unity. As Hawthorne limns it, male narcissism both defines and decenters male heterosexual authority.
Moreover, in Greven’s view, Hawthorne critiques hegemonic manhood’s recourse to domination as a
symptom of the traumatic instabilities at the core of traditional models of male identity. Hawthorne’s
representation of masculinity as psychically fragile has powerful implications for his depictions of female
and queer subjectivity in works such as the tales “Rappaccini’s Daughter” and “The Gentle Boy,” the novel
The Blithedale Romance, and Hawthorne’s critically neglected late, unfinished writings, such as Septimius
Felton. Rereading Freud from a queer theory perspective, Greven reframes Freudian theory as a radical
critique of traditional models of gender subjectivity that has fascinating overlaps with Hawthorne’s work. In
the chapter “Visual Identity,” Greven also discusses the agonistic relationship between Hawthorne and
Herman Melville and the intersection of queer themes, Hellenism, and classical art in their travel writings,
The Marble Faun, and Billy Budd.
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From reader reviews:

John McDole:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Fragility of Manhood: Hawthorne,
Freud, and the Politics of Gender is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Kristen Self:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject The Fragility
of Manhood: Hawthorne, Freud, and the Politics of Gender suitable to you? The actual book was written by
popular writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The Fragility of Manhood: Hawthorne, Freud, and the
Politics of Genderis one of several books which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many
people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new age that you ever know previous to.
The author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this
book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world within this book.

Sheila Nathan:

The guide with title The Fragility of Manhood: Hawthorne, Freud, and the Politics of Gender includes a lot
of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. That book exist new
information the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you in new era of the
syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Colin Rousey:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book The Fragility of Manhood: Hawthorne,
Freud, and the Politics of Gender to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of
reading skill is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you
just read it and mingle the idea about book and reading through especially. It is to be first opinion for you to
like to available a book and learn it. Beside that the reserve The Fragility of Manhood: Hawthorne, Freud,
and the Politics of Gender can to be your new friend when you're experience alone and confuse using what
must you're doing of the time.
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