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This book provides a comprehensive sociological explanation for the emergence and continuation of
organized crime in Chicago. Tracing the roots of political corruption that afforded protection to gambling,
prostitution, and other vice activity in Chicago and other large American cities, Robert M. Lombardo
challenges the dominant belief that organized crime in America descended directly from the Sicilian Mafia.
According to this widespread "alien conspiracy" theory, organized crime evolved in a linear fashion
beginning with the Mafia in Sicily, emerging in the form of the Black Hand in America's immigrant
colonies, and culminating in the development of the Cosa Nostra in America's urban centers.
 
Looking beyond this Mafia paradigm, this volume argues that the development of organized crime in
Chicago and other large American cities was rooted in the social structure of American society. Specifically,
Lombardo ties organized crime to the emergence of machine politics in America's urban centers. From
nineteenth-century vice syndicates to the modern-day Outfit, Chicago's criminal underworld could not have
existed without the blessing of those who controlled municipal, county, and state government. These
practices were not imported from Sicily, Lombardo contends, but were bred in the socially disorganized
slums of America where elected officials routinely franchised vice and crime in exchange for money and
votes. This book also traces the history of the African-American community's participation in traditional
organized crime in Chicago and offers new perspectives on the organizational structure of the Chicago
Outfit, the traditional organized crime group in Chicago.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Marr:

This Organized Crime in Chicago: Beyond the Mafia book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then
the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is actually information inside this guide
incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you
will get. That Organized Crime in Chicago: Beyond the Mafia without we realize teach the one who reading
it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Organized Crime in Chicago: Beyond
the Mafia can bring any time you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn into full because you
can have it within your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Organized Crime in Chicago: Beyond the Mafia
having excellent arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Alvin Maltby:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story
as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this
Organized Crime in Chicago: Beyond the Mafia.

Mary Torres:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This particular Organized Crime in Chicago: Beyond the
Mafia can give you a lot of friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have matter that they
don't and make you more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to
get success. This book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more
than various other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have Organized Crime in
Chicago: Beyond the Mafia.

Ruben Jenkins:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
heart or real their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go
to generally there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As
we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's



country. Therefore this Organized Crime in Chicago: Beyond the Mafia can make you experience more
interested to read.
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