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This is a firsthand account of a nineteenth-century sealing expedition that recalls the spirit of Herman
Melville. Lewis Coolidge (1783-1871) was a nephew of Billy Dawes, the man who accompanied Paul
Revere on his legendary midnight ride. An adventurous spirit seems to have run in the family: in 1806,
Coolidge set out on a five-year voyage around the globe aboard the China trader Amethyst. The crew's
mission was to catch and skin fur seals to trade in China for tea, porcelain, silk, and other highly prized
commodities while avoiding entanglements with European traders and ports unfriendly to the young
American republic. Edited by Evabeth Miller Kienast and Coolidge's descendant John Phillip Felt,
Coolidge's private diary of this voyage sheds light on the nineteenth-century sealing trade and offers a
thoughtful vantage on maritime culture of the era as experienced by a highly literate Bostonian on the
adventure of a lifetime. The Amethyst sailed from Boston in September 1806 to Gough Island in the
Antarctic, where a few men were dispatched to seal hunt as the ship continued around the horn to the Pacific
Ocean. Coolidge was left in charge of a sealing party in the Cerros Islands off the coast of Spanish-controlled
California while the ship returned to Gough. Almost a year later, the Amethyst finally retrieved Coolidge and
his crew from the barren Cerros Islands, where they not only had to catch and skin seals but had to sustain
themselves on whatever they could find. After more sealing off California, the Amethyst sailed next to the
Hawaiian Islands and then on to China to trade the accumulated skins. The ship then sailed to the Palau
Islands, where the crew obtained a cargo of sea cucumbers, a delicacy in China. The crew returned to China
to sell this cargo and the ship itself, and then Coolidge and the others embarked for home on other vessels.
With a keen eye, sharp wit, and a literary style reminiscent of Herman Melville, Coolidge ably chronicles all
aspects of his odyssey in the diary published here for the first time. Coolidge's well-annotated historical
account is supplemented by eighteen illustrations, Felt's brief survey of the 'Old China trade' enterprise, and
his account of Coolidge's life following the voyage. Collectively these elements paint a vivid portrait of an
adventurous era on the high seas and of a young man eager to find his way in the world.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Davis:

This Lewis Coolidge and the Voyage of the Amethyst, 1806-1811 (Studies in Maritime History) tend to be
reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Lewis Coolidge
and the Voyage of the Amethyst, 1806-1811 (Studies in Maritime History) can be among the great books
you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you with information
that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about
everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Lewis Coolidge and
the Voyage of the Amethyst, 1806-1811 (Studies in Maritime History) forcing you to have an enormous of
experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in
your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Lou Morton:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite from that.
Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have been
ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Lewis Coolidge and the Voyage of the Amethyst,
1806-1811 (Studies in Maritime History), it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you
still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still
don't get it, oh come on its named reading friends.

James Ritchey:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you
examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The Lewis Coolidge and the Voyage of the Amethyst, 1806-1811 (Studies in Maritime History)
provide you with a new experience in studying a book.

Thomas Hill:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of news.
In this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find the
Lewis Coolidge and the Voyage of the Amethyst, 1806-1811 (Studies in Maritime History) when you



required it?
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