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Japanese architecture's commanding presence on the world stage can be traced to the struggles of earlier
generations of Japan's modernist architects. This first book-length study of Maekawa Kunio (1905-1986)
focuses on one of the most distinctive leaders in Japan's modernist architectural community. In a career
spanning the 1930s to the 1980s, Maekawa's work and critical writing put him in the vanguard of the
Japanese architectural profession. Jonathan Reynolds illuminates Maekawa's role as a bridge between prewar
and postwar architecture in Japan, focusing particularly on how he influenced modernism's ambivalence
regarding "tradition" and contemporary practice and the importance of technology in modernist design and
ideology.

Maekawa studied architecture at the prestigious Tokyo Imperial University before moving to Paris in 1928 to
work with Le Corbusier. The latter experience had a powerful impact on Maekawa; he became an advocate
for Le Corbusier and modernism when he returned to Japan two years later. Throughout his career Maekawa
designed residential, commercial, and government buildings in Japan and abroad. He became particularly
well known internationally for his approach to public architecture, especially museums and public spaces
such as the Tokyo Metropolitan Festival Hall. These projects illustrated the principles that earned Maekawa
the respect and admiration of architects the world over.

Carefully researched, with numerous illustrations that complement discussions of Maekawa's principal
projects, Reynolds's book will be welcomed in the fields of architecture and design. It will also attract
readers interested in twentieth-century Japan, for in addition to highlighting Maekawa's architectural career,
Reynolds portrays the broader cultural context within which Maekawa and other Japanese architects and
artists sought to be heard and recognized.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Hayes:

The book Maekawa Kunio and the Emergence of Japanese Modernist Architecture make one feel enjoy for
your spare time. You need to use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your
best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book
Maekawa Kunio and the Emergence of Japanese Modernist Architecture being your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. It is possible to
know everything if you like open up and read a book Maekawa Kunio and the Emergence of Japanese
Modernist Architecture. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or
other people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Kathy Donnelly:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This Maekawa Kunio and the Emergence of Japanese Modernist
Architecture book is readable by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are
arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to
deliver to you. The writer connected with Maekawa Kunio and the Emergence of Japanese Modernist
Architecture content conveys prospect easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are
not different in the content but it just different by means of it. So , do you still thinking Maekawa Kunio and
the Emergence of Japanese Modernist Architecture is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Joseph Bateman:

Maekawa Kunio and the Emergence of Japanese Modernist Architecture can be one of your basic books that
are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing
Maekawa Kunio and the Emergence of Japanese Modernist Architecture yet doesn't forget the main point,
giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one of it. This
great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial considering.

Christopher Decker:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you
examine a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what
kinds of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us
novel, comics, along with soon. The Maekawa Kunio and the Emergence of Japanese Modernist Architecture



provide you with new experience in looking at a book.
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