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A handful of star athletes, along with their promoters and journalists, created America’s sports entertainment
industry during the 1920s, the Golden Age of American sports. The period had an extraordinary impact,
profoundly changing individual sports, establishing the secular religion of sports and sports heroes, and
helping bond disparate social and regional sectors of the country. It’s when sports became a cornerstone of
modern American life. Heroes and Ballyhoo profiles the ten most prominent Golden Age heroes and
describes their effect on sports and society. Babe Ruth saved baseball after the Black Sox Scandal. Boxer
Jack Dempsey made the “sweet science” a respectable sport. Red Grange single-handedly set professional
football on a path to eventual success. Knute Rockne helped transform college football from a game to a
colossal enterprise. Bobby Jones changed golf into a spectator sport, and Walter Hagen sparked the first
national interest in professional golf. Bill Tilden put tennis on the front of the sports section. Tennis player
Helen Wills Moody joined swimmer Gertrude Ederle in empowering women athletes. Johnny Weissmuller
astonished international swimming before becoming Tarzan. The book also explores the ballyhoo
artists—sportswriters, promoters, and press agents—who hyped the stars to a receptive public.
Simultaneously, the spectators established themselves as the focus of popular sports. The personalities and
events of the 1920s thus created today’s entertainment conglomerate of heroes, promoters and advertisers,
fans, arenas—and money. Sports as a profit center started with the Golden Age’s heroes and PR artists, and
the public’s obsessive interest in sports helped shape America’s emerging mass society. Heroes and
Ballyhoo tells the story of what was both a symptom and a cause of modern America.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Martin:

The experience that you get from Heroes and Ballyhoo: How the Golden Age of the 1920s Transformed
American Sports may be the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside the words the more
you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Heroes and Ballyhoo:
How the Golden Age of the 1920s Transformed American Sports giving you joy feeling of reading. The
copy writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by simply anyone who read this
because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We recommend you for having this Heroes and Ballyhoo: How the Golden Age of the
1920s Transformed American Sports instantly.

Jacki Peters:

Why? Because this Heroes and Ballyhoo: How the Golden Age of the 1920s Transformed American Sports
is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you
with the secret that inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
amazing way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning
totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This
book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have such as help improving your ability and
your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were being you I will go to the
publication store hurriedly.

Kathy Fredette:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you go
through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The Heroes and Ballyhoo: How the Golden Age of the 1920s Transformed American Sports will give
you new experience in looking at a book.

Brenda Moulton:

This Heroes and Ballyhoo: How the Golden Age of the 1920s Transformed American Sports is brand new
way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger associated
with. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having tiny
amount of digest in reading this Heroes and Ballyhoo: How the Golden Age of the 1920s Transformed
American Sports can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this particular book



is easy to get by means of anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yes
I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy
this book is the answer. So there is no in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking
for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book variety for your better life
and also knowledge.
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