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“I know Mr. Davis thinks he can do a great many things other men would hesitate to attempt. For instance,
he tried to do what God failed to do. He tried to make a soldier of Braxton Bragg.” – General Joseph E.
Johnston
Of all the commanders who led armies during major battles of the Civil War, historians have by and large
agreed that the most inept generals to face each other were the Union’s William Rosecrans and the
Confederacy’s Braxton Bragg. The two generals would command the Union Army of the Cumberland and
the Confederate Army of Tennessee against each other during the Battle of Stones River (Battle of
Murfreesboro) at the end of 1862 and at the Battle of Chickamauga in September 1863, two of the deadliest
and most controversial battles of the war.
In late December 1862, William Rosecrans’s Union Army of the Cumberland was contesting Middle
Tennessee against Braxton Bragg’s Army of Tennessee, and for three days the two armies savaged each
other as Bragg threw his army at Rosecrans in a series of desperate assaults. Bragg’s army was unable to
dislodge the Union army, and he eventually withdrew his army after learning that Rosecrans was on the
verge of receiving reinforcements. Though the battle was stalemated, the fact that the Union army was left in
possession of the field allowed Rosecrans to declare victory and embarrassed Bragg.
Though Stones River is mostly overlooked as a Civil War battle today, it had a decisive impact on the war.
The two armies had both suffered nearly 33% casualties, an astounding number in 1862 that also ensured
Rosecrans would not start another offensive campaign in Tennessee until the following June. The Union
victory also ensured control of Nashville, Middle Tennessee, and Kentucky for the rest of the war, prompting
Lincoln to tell Rosecrans, “You gave us a hard-earned victory, which had there been a defeat instead, the
nation could scarcely have lived over." The battle and its results also set into motion a chain of events that
would lead to Rosecrans and Bragg facing off at the crucial battle of Chickamauga in September 1863, a
battle that is often viewed as the last gasp for the Confederates’ hopes in the West.
During the height of the Battle of Chickamauga, Rosecrans inadvertently created a gap in his line just as a
Confederate attack led by James Longstreet advanced straight toward that part of the line. Longstreet's attack
was successful in driving one-third of the Union Army off the field, with Rosecrans himself running all the
way to Chattanooga, where he was later allegedly found weeping and seeking solace from a staff priest.
As the Confederate assault continued, George H. Thomas led the Union left wing against heavy Confederate
attack even after nearly half of the Union army abandoned their defenses and retreated from the battlefield,
racing toward Chattanooga. Dubbed “The Rock of Chickamauga”, Thomas’s heroics ensured that Rosecrans’
army was able to successfully retreat back to Chattanooga.
In the aftermath of the Battle of Chickamauga, several Confederate generals blamed the number of men lost
during what would be the bloodiest battle of the Western Theater on Bragg’s incompetence, and also
criticizing him for refusing to pursue the escaping Union army. General Longstreet later stated to Jefferson
Davis, “Nothing but the hand of God can help as long as we have our present commander.”
Bragg vs. Rosecrans comprehensively covers the campaigns and the events that led up to the battles, the



fighting itself, and the aftermath of the battles. Accounts of the battles by important participants are also
included, along with maps of the battles and pictures of important people, places, and events.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Pitts:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has different
type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this Braxton Bragg vs. William Rosecrans: The Battles of Stones River
(Murfreesboro) and Chickamauga.

Lewis Wade:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Braxton Bragg vs. William
Rosecrans: The Battles of Stones River (Murfreesboro) and Chickamauga will make you to possibly be
smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think
this open or reading a book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have
you trying to find best book or appropriate book with you?

Kevin Williams:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Braxton Bragg vs. William Rosecrans:
The Battles of Stones River (Murfreesboro) and Chickamauga or perhaps others sources were given
expertise for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science e-
book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those publications are helping them to increase
their knowledge. In different case, beside science guide, any other book likes Braxton Bragg vs. William
Rosecrans: The Battles of Stones River (Murfreesboro) and Chickamauga to make your spare time
considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Ruth Davis:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should
know that reading is very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Braxton Bragg vs. William



Rosecrans: The Battles of Stones River (Murfreesboro) and Chickamauga.
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