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When Andy Kaufman succumbed suddenly to lung cancer in 1984, some of his fans believed that his death
was yet another elaborate prank. Over the previous decade, Kaufman had achieved improbable fame for his
bizarre antiperformances—lip-synching the Mighty Mouse theme song, reading The Great Gatsby aloud in
its entirety when people expected comedy, asking audience members to touch a boil on his neck—that
perplexed, annoyed, or offended his viewers. 

In Andy Kaufman, Florian Keller explores Kaufman’s career within a broader discussion of the ideology of
the American Dream. Taking as his starting point the 1999 biopic Man on the Moon, Keller brilliantly
decodes Kaufman in a way that makes it possible to grasp his radical agenda beyond avant-garde theories of
transgression. As an entertainer, Kaufman submerged his identity beneath a multiplicity of personas,
enacting the American belief that the self can and should be endlessly remade for the sake of happiness and
success. He did this so rigorously and consistently, Keller argues, that he exposed the internal contradictions
of America’s ideology of self-invention. 

Keller posits that Kaufman offered a radically different—and perhaps more potent—logic of cultural
criticism than did more overtly political comedians such as Lenny Bruce. Presenting close readings of
Kaufman’s most significant performances, Keller shows how Kaufman mounted—for the benefit of an often
uncomprehending public—a sustained and remarkable critique of America’s obsession with celebrity and
individualism. 

Florian Keller is a fellow at the Institute of Cultural Studies, School of Art and Design, University of
Applied Sciences and Arts, Zurich.
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From reader reviews:

Rudy Nixon:

The event that you get from Andy Kaufman: Wrestling with the American Dream will be the more deep you
digging the information that hide inside the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to be aware of but Andy Kaufman: Wrestling with the American Dream giving you
enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood
through anyone who read the idea because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This book also
makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this particular Andy Kaufman: Wrestling with the
American Dream instantly.

William Burns:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book
that need more time to be read. Andy Kaufman: Wrestling with the American Dream can be your answer
given it can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.

Joseph Russell:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book,
and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for your requirements is Andy Kaufman: Wrestling with the American Dream this reserve
consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how
do the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The
particular writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable
all of you.

Ashley Johnson:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you
are related is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One
of several books in the top listing in your reading list is usually Andy Kaufman: Wrestling with the
American Dream. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting
precious person. By looking right up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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