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For decades, historians have primarily analyzed charges of black-on-white rape in the South through
accounts of lynching or manifestly unfair trial proceedings, suggesting that white southerners invariably
responded with extralegal violence and sham trials when white women accused black men of assault. Lisa
Lindquist Dorr challenges this view with a careful study of legal records, newspapers, and clemency files
from early-twentieth-century Virginia. White Virginians' inflammatory rhetoric, she argues, did not
necessarily predict black men's ultimate punishment.

While trials were often grand public spectacles at which white men acted to protect white women and to
police interracial relationships, Dorr points to cracks in white solidarity across class and gender lines. At the
same time, trials and pardon proceedings presented African Americans with opportunities to challenge white
racial power. Taken together, these cases uncover a world in which the mandates of segregation did not
always hold sway, in which whites and blacks interacted in the most intimate of ways, and in which white
women and white men saw their interests in conflict.

In Dorr's account, cases of black-on-white rape illuminate the paradoxes at the heart of segregated southern
society: the tension between civilization and savagery, the desire for orderly and predictable racial
boundaries despite conflicts among whites and relationships across racial boundaries, and the dignity of
African Americans in a system dependent on their supposed inferiority. The rhetoric of protecting white
women spoke of white supremacy and patriarchy, but its practice revealed the limits of both.
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From reader reviews:

Carissa Ware:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book White Women, Rape, and the Power
of Race in Virginia, 1900-1960. All type of book is it possible to see on many options. You can look for the
internet resources or other social media.

Charlene Johnson:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This White Women, Rape, and the Power of Race in Virginia, 1900-1960 book
is readable by means of you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for
enjoyable studying experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The
writer regarding White Women, Rape, and the Power of Race in Virginia, 1900-1960 content conveys
objective easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content
but it just different available as it. So , do you continue to thinking White Women, Rape, and the Power of
Race in Virginia, 1900-1960 is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Juanita Bey:

The reason? Because this White Women, Rape, and the Power of Race in Virginia, 1900-1960 is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress
you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in
such remarkable way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey
the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to
regret it. This book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have such as help improving
your ability and your critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were being you I
will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Robin Lawrence:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is created or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. On this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the White Women, Rape, and the Power of Race in Virginia, 1900-1960 when you needed it?
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