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In Western democracies today, politics and politicians are held in contempt by the majority of citizens.
Steven Bilakovics argues that this disdain of politics follows neither from the discontents of our liberal
political system nor from the preoccupations of a consumer society. Rather, extending Tocqueville’s analysis
of the modern democratic way of life, he traces the sources of political cynicism to democracy itself.

Democratic society’s defining openness?its promise of transcendent freedom and unlimited power?renders
the everyday politics of argument and persuasion absurd by comparison. Persuasion is devalued relative to
the norms of free-market competition and patriotic community, assertions of self-interest and self-expression
take the place of arguing together, and political life is diminished by the absence of mediating talk.
Bilakovics identifies this trend across the political landscape?in the clashing authenticities of the "culture
war," the perennial pursuit of the political outsider to set things right again, the call for a postpartisan
politics, rising demands on government alongside falling expectations of what government can do, and in a
political rhetoric that is at once petty and hyperbolic. To reform democratic politics and ameliorate its
pathologies, Bilakovics calls on us to overcome our anti-political prejudice and rethink robust democracy as
the citizen's practice of persuading and being persuaded in turn.
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From reader reviews:

James Dungan:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed Democracy
without Politics? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with
your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional
opinion?

Kenneth Kelly:

This book untitled Democracy without Politics to be one of several books this best seller in this year,
honestly, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy
this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using online. The publisher in this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So
there is no reason to you to past this publication from your list.

Geraldine Carlson:

The book Democracy without Politics will bring one to the new experience of reading the book. The author
style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to study, this book very acceptable
to you. The book Democracy without Politics is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-
book from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Mary Kerr:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book Democracy without Politics to make
your personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you
just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the opinion
about book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to start a book and study it. Beside
that the guide Democracy without Politics can to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing
what must you're doing of this time.
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