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Seminar paper from the year 2006 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 1,0, University of
Siegen (FB 3 (Literatur-, Srach- und Medienwissenschaften)), course: „Postmodern Fiction", 26 entries in
the bibliography, language: English, abstract: With the attention-grabbing novel "American Psycho" Bret
Easton Ellis entered quite a dangerous ground. The bizarre mixture of yuppie satire and splatter horror
caused reactions of scathing criticism, indignation, yes, even murder threat. As a consequence, the publishing
house that had the first contract with Ellis and was supposed to edit the novel, namely Simon & Schuster,
responded to this radical refusal and cancelled the deal already made. This decision, not to publish a book
due to the negative responds against it, meant another scandal since it was a sensation in the American
publishing business. Anyway, brushing aside all moral standards, Ellis' shocker was published in 1991 by
Vintage books, and for a while, the young writer became the "meistgehaßte[...] Autor der Welt" - evidently,
because critics considered his narration too pornographic, sexist, anti-women, disgusting, boring and beyond
belief. Yet, American Psycho was regarded with interest - probably last but not least because Bret Easton
Ellis had been celebrated as a great talent when publishing "Less than Zero". Meanwhile, countless studies
with many diverging approaches manifest that American Psycho may not be condemned and dismissed as a
pure splatter work glorifying violence. There are works analysing the publication and the reception of the
novel as well as the socio-cultural background; other studies focus on content and stylistic device , or on the
motif of the serial killer as postmodern anti-hero. Additionally, some special analyses examine the position
of the novel within the American history of censorship or even attempt to draw a parallel from Ellis'
Bateman to Goethe's Faust. Thus, it is substantiated that the interest in "American
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From reader reviews:

Verna Smith:

This 'At the edge of art and insanity' book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is actually information inside this guide incredible fresh,
you will get data which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This specific 'At
the edge of art and insanity' without we understand teach the one who examining it become critical in
pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry 'At the edge of art and insanity' can bring once you are and
not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within your lovely laptop
even phone. This 'At the edge of art and insanity' having great arrangement in word and layout, so you will
not sense uninterested in reading.

Effie Morris:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this 'At the
edge of art and insanity', you are able to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours book. Your
knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a guide.

Abel Cooke:

You may spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This 'At the edge of art and insanity' is simple
to develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not possess much
space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it.
You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.

Joy Carlson:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more special than other.
Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books in the
top record in your reading list is actually 'At the edge of art and insanity'. This book which can be qualified
as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking right up and
review this book you can get many advantages.
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