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English is the world's lingua franca-the most widely spoken language in human history. And yet, as historian
and linguist Nicholas Ostler persuasively argues, English will not only be displaced as the world's language
in the not-distant future, it will be the last lingua franca, not replaced by another.
Empire, commerce, and religion have been the primary raisons d'etre for lingua francas--Greek, Latin,
Arabic have all held the position--and Ostler explores each through the lens of civilizations spanning the
globe and history, from China and India to Russia and Europe. Three trends emerge that suggest the ultimate
decline of English and other lingua francas. Movements throughout the world towards equality in society
will downgrade the status of elites--and since elites are the prime users of non-native English, the language
will gradually retreat to its native-speaking territories. The rising wealth of Brazil, Russia, India, and China
will challenge the dominance of native-English-speaking nations--thereby shrinking the international
preference for English. Simultaneously, new technologies will allow instant translation among major
languages, enhacing the status of mother tongues and lessening the necessity for any future lingua franca.
Ostler predicts a soft landing for English: It will still be widely spoken, if no longer worldwide, sustained by
America's continued power on the world stage. But its decline will be both symbolic and significant,
evidence of grand shifts in the cultural effects of empire. The Last Lingua Franca is both an insightful
examination of the trajectory of our own mother tongue and a fascinating lens through which to view the
sweep of history.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Midkiff:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person has different
personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Last Lingua Franca: English
Until the Return of Babel. All type of book can you see on many resources. You can look for the internet
resources or other social media.

Charlie Attwood:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How people have
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Last Lingua Franca: English
Until the Return of Babel book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the info in this
book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Heather Bly:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get wide range of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of
activity have you got when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then
do you ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you
have read is The Last Lingua Franca: English Until the Return of Babel.

Lawrence Abbate:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled The Last Lingua Franca: English Until the Return of Babel the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a publication then become one application form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The The Last Lingua Franca: English Until the Return of
Babel giving you a different experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful data
for your better life in this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will
likely be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary
investing spare time activity?
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