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In Information and Intrigue Colin Burke tells the story of one man's plan to revolutionize the world's science
information systems and how science itself became enmeshed with ideology and the institutions of modern
liberalism. In the 1890s, the idealistic American Herbert Haviland Field established the Concilium
Bibliographicum, a Switzerland-based science information service that sent millions of index cards to
American and European scientists. Field's radical new idea was to index major ideas rather than books or
documents. In his struggle to create and maintain his system, Field became entangled with nationalistic
struggles over the control of science information, the new system of American philanthropy (powered by
millionaires), the politics of an emerging American professional science, and in the efforts of another
information visionary, Paul Otlet, to create a pre-digital worldwide database for all subjects. World War I
shuttered the Concilium, and postwar efforts to revive it failed. Field himself died in the influenza epidemic
of 1918. Burke carries the story into the next generation, however, describing the astonishingly varied career
of Field's son, Noel, who became a diplomat, an information source for Soviet intelligence (as was his friend
Alger Hiss), a secret World War II informant for Allen Dulles, and a prisoner of Stalin. Along the way,
Burke touches on a range of topics, including the new entrepreneurial university, Soviet espionage in
America, and further efforts to classify knowledge.
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From reader reviews:

Florence Croy:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Information and Intrigue: From Index Cards to Dewey Decimals to Alger
Hiss (History and Foundations of Information Science). Try to make the book Information and Intrigue:
From Index Cards to Dewey Decimals to Alger Hiss (History and Foundations of Information Science) as
your close friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you really feel alone and beside that course
make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you a lot
more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience as
well as knowledge with this book.

Adrian Woodson:

The book Information and Intrigue: From Index Cards to Dewey Decimals to Alger Hiss (History and
Foundations of Information Science) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
Why then must we leave the good thing like a book Information and Intrigue: From Index Cards to Dewey
Decimals to Alger Hiss (History and Foundations of Information Science)? A few of you have a different
opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right
now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give for each
other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Information and Intrigue: From Index Cards to Dewey
Decimals to Alger Hiss (History and Foundations of Information Science) has simple shape nevertheless,
you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide open and
read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Major Talley:

Often the book Information and Intrigue: From Index Cards to Dewey Decimals to Alger Hiss (History and
Foundations of Information Science) has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a
lot of help. The book was published by the very famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write this
book. This kind of book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this book.

Julie Long:

This Information and Intrigue: From Index Cards to Dewey Decimals to Alger Hiss (History and
Foundations of Information Science) is great reserve for you because the content that is certainly full of
information for you who always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This book
reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside. So if you are
read the idea hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight
forward sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Information and



Intrigue: From Index Cards to Dewey Decimals to Alger Hiss (History and Foundations of Information
Science) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that
no e-book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that. So , it is
good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?
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