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Bilingual education is one of the most contentious and misunderstood educational programs in the country. It
raises significant questions about this country’s national identity, the nature of federalism, power, ethnicity,
and pedagogy. In Contested Policy , Guadalupe San Miguel, Jr., studies the origins, evolution, and
consequences of federal bilingual education policy from 1960 to 2001, with particular attention to the activist
years after 1978, when bilingual policy was heatedly contested. Traditionally, those in favor of bilingual
education are language specialists, Mexican American activists, newly enfranchised civil rights advocates,
language minorities, intellectuals, teachers, and students. They are ideologically opposed to the
assimilationist philosophy in the schools, to the structural exclusion and institutional discrimination of
minority groups, and to limited school reform. On the other hand, the opponents of bilingual education,
comprised at different points in time of conservative journalists, politicians, federal bureaucrats, Anglo
parent groups, school officials, administrators, and special-interest groups (such as U.S. English), favor
assimilationism, the structural exclusion and discrimination of ethnic minorities, and limited school reform.
In the 1990s a resurgence of opposition to bilingual education succeeded in repealing bilingual legislation
with an English-only piece of legislation. San Miguel deftly provides a history of these clashing groups and
how they impacted bilingual educational policy over the years. Rounding out this history is an extensive,
annotated bibliography on federal bilingual policy that can be used to enhance further study.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Cochran:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy read one
using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual Contested Policy: The Rise and Fall of
Federal Bilingual Education in the United States, 1960-2001 (Al Filo: Mexican American Studies Series) is
kind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Michael Albright:

Often the book Contested Policy: The Rise and Fall of Federal Bilingual Education in the United States,
1960-2001 (Al Filo: Mexican American Studies Series) has a lot of information on it. So when you make
sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. This
articles author makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you may get the
point easily after reading this article book.

Alissa Sowell:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you personally is Contested Policy: The Rise and Fall of Federal Bilingual Education in the
United States, 1960-2001 (Al Filo: Mexican American Studies Series) this e-book consist a lot of the
information in the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented so why is the world has
grown up. The words styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made
some exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of you.

Lorraine Bryant:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you
know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book. Amount
types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Contested Policy: The Rise and Fall of
Federal Bilingual Education in the United States, 1960-2001 (Al Filo: Mexican American Studies Series).
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