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This book seeks to communicate to both a global and local audience, the key attributes of pre-industrial
African metallurgy such as technological variation across space and time, methods of mining and extractive
metallurgy and the fabrication of metal objects.  These processes were transformative in a physical and
metaphoric sense, which made them total social facts. Because the production and use of metals was an
accretion of various categories of practice, a chaine operatoire conceptual and theoretical framework that
simultaneously considers the embedded technological and anthropological factors was used.

The book focuses on Africa’s different regions as roughly defined by cultural geography. On the one hand
there is North Africa, Egypt, the Egyptian Sudan, and the Horn of Africa which share cultural inheritances
with the Middle East and on the other is Africa south of the Sahara and the Sudan which despite interacting
with the former is remarkably different in terms of technological practice. For example, not only is the
timing of metallurgy different but so is the infrastructure for working metals and the associated symbolic and
sociological factors. The cultural valuation of metals and the social positions of metal workers were different
too although there is evidence of some values transfer and multi-directional technological cross borrowing.
The multitude of permutations associated with metals production and use amply demonstrates that metals
participated in the production and reproduction of society.  

Despite huge temporal and spatial differences there are so many common factors between African
metallurgy and that of other regions of the world. For example, the role of magic and ritual in metal working
is almost universal be it in Bolivia, Nepal, Malawi, Timna, Togo or Zimbabwe. Similarly, techniques of
mining were constrained by the underlying geology but this should not in any way suggest that Africa’s
metallurgy was derivative or that the continent had no initiative. Rather it demonstrates that when confronted
with similar challenges, humanity in different regions of the world responded to identical challenges in
predictable ways mediated as mediated by the prevailing cultural context.

The success of the use of historical and ethnographic data in understanding variation and improvisation in
African metallurgical practices flags the potential utility of these sources in Asia, Latin America and Europe.
Some nuance is however needed because it is simply naïve to assume that everything depicted in the history
or ethnography has a parallel in the past and vice versa. Rather, the confluence of archaeology, history and
ethnography becomes a pedestal for dialogue between different sources, subjects and ideas that is important
for broadening our knowledge of global categories of metallurgical practice.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Gilbert:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that
e-book has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
can be reading whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you will require this Metals in Past Societies: A Global Perspective on Indigenous African
Metallurgy (SpringerBriefs in Archaeology).

James Jean:

Here thing why this kind of Metals in Past Societies: A Global Perspective on Indigenous African
Metallurgy (SpringerBriefs in Archaeology) are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading a
book is good but it really depends in the content of it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Metals
in Past Societies: A Global Perspective on Indigenous African Metallurgy (SpringerBriefs in Archaeology)
giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no book
that similar with Metals in Past Societies: A Global Perspective on Indigenous African Metallurgy
(SpringerBriefs in Archaeology). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own eyes about the
thing in which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can actually bring
everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train. If you are having difficulties
in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Metals in Past Societies: A Global Perspective on Indigenous
African Metallurgy (SpringerBriefs in Archaeology) in e-book can be your substitute.

Maria Saad:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly
book entitled Metals in Past Societies: A Global Perspective on Indigenous African Metallurgy
(SpringerBriefs in Archaeology) your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and
every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every word written
in a book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get prior to. The
Metals in Past Societies: A Global Perspective on Indigenous African Metallurgy (SpringerBriefs in
Archaeology) giving you yet another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful
details for your better life with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern this is your body
and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you want to
try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Leroy Moore:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a



professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended for
your requirements is Metals in Past Societies: A Global Perspective on Indigenous African Metallurgy
(SpringerBriefs in Archaeology) this book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world
now. That book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to
explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some research when he makes this book. That is
why this book acceptable all of you.
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