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Rome is a subject of endless fascination, and in this new biography of the infamous Empress Livia, Matthew
Dennison brings to life a woman long believed to be one of the most feared villainesses of history.

Second wife of the emperor Augustus, mother of his successor Tiberius, grandmother of Claudius and great
grandmother of Caligula, the empress Livia lived close to the center of Roman political power for eight
turbulent decades. Her life spanned the years of Rome’s transformation from Republic to Empire, and
witnessed both its triumphs under the rule of Augustus and its lapse into instability under his dysfunctional
successor.

Livia was given the honorific title Augusta in her husband's will, and was posthumously deified by the
emperor Claudius—but posterity would prove less respectful. The Roman historian Tacitus anathematized
her as “malevolent” and a “feminine bully” and inspired Robert Graves's celebrated twentieth-century
depiction of Livia in I, Claudius as the quintessence of the scheming matriarch, poisoning her relatives one
by one to smooth her son’s path to the imperial throne.

Livia, Empress of Rome rescues the historical Livia from the crude caricature of popular myth to paint an
elegant and richly textured portrait. In this rigorously researched biography, Dennison weighs the evidence
found in contemporary sources to present a more nuanced assessment. Livia’s true “crime,” he reveals, was
not murder but the exercise of power. The Livia who emerges here is a complex, courageous and gifted
woman, and one of the most fascinating and perplexing figures of the ancient world.
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From reader reviews:

Enrique Hayes:

The feeling that you get from Livia, Empress of Rome: A Biography is a more deep you excavating the
information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to understand but Livia, Empress of Rome: A Biography giving you joy feeling of reading. The
author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item
because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We recommend you for having this kind of Livia, Empress of Rome: A Biography
instantly.

Byron Angle:

Beside this Livia, Empress of Rome: A Biography in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get
more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you might got here is
fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow village. It is good
thing to have Livia, Empress of Rome: A Biography because this book offers to your account readable
information. Do you often have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if
you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring
beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book as well as read it from at this point!

Ladonna Warren:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Livia, Empress of Rome: A
Biography or maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly amazing a
book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In some other case, beside science e-
book, any other book likes Livia, Empress of Rome: A Biography to make your spare time much more
colorful. Many types of book like this.

Pat Thomas:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the Livia, Empress of Rome: A Biography when you required it?
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