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In the wake of the recent unsuccessful drive for health care reform, many people have been asking
themselves what brought about the failure of this as well as past attempts to make health care accessible to
all Americans. The author of this original exploration of U.S. health policy supplies an answer that is bound
to raise some eyebrows. After a careful analysis of the history and issues of health care, David Rothman
concludes that it is the average employed, insured "middle class"--the vaguely defined majority of American
citizens--who deny health care to the poor.
The author advances his argument through the examination of two distinctive characteristics of American
health care and the intricate links between them: the ubiquitous presence of technology in medicine, and the
fact that the U.S. lacks a national health insurance program. Technology bears the heaviest responsibility for
the costliness of American medicine. Rothman traces the histories of the "iron lung" and kidney dialysis
machines in order to provide vivid evidence for his claim that the American middle class is fascinated by
technology and is willing to pay the price to see the most recent advances in physics, biology, and
biomedical engineering incorporated immediately in medical care. On the other hand, the lack of a universal
health insurance program in the U.S. is rooted in the fact that, starting in the 1930s, government health policy
has been a reflection of the needs and concerns of the middle class. Playing up to middle class sensibilities,
the American presidents, Senate and Congress based their policy upon the private rather than the public
sector, whenever possible. They encouraged the purchase of insurance based on the laws of the marketplace,
not provided by the government. Private health insurance and high-tech medicine came with a hefty price,
with the end result that about 40 million Americans could not afford medical care and were left to fend for
themselves. The author investigates the moral values underpinning these decisions, and goes to the bottom of
the problem of why the United States remain the only developed country which continually proves unable to
provide adequate health care to all its citizens.
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From reader reviews:

Owen Bourne:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book
is very important for us. The book Beginnings Count: the Technological Imperative in American Health Care
seemed to be making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is
quite advantages for you. The e-book Beginnings Count: the Technological Imperative in American Health
Care is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to be your friend when you truly feel bored.
You can spend your personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship using the book
Beginnings Count: the Technological Imperative in American Health Care. You never really feel lose out for
everything in case you read some books.

Michael Watkins:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of publication you read,
if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel happy read one using
theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the Beginnings Count: the Technological
Imperative in American Health Care is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Maria Ives:

Beside this Beginnings Count: the Technological Imperative in American Health Care in your phone, it
could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge
you are going to got here is fresh in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in
narrow town. It is good thing to have Beginnings Count: the Technological Imperative in American Health
Care because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you often have book but you
would not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to
miss it? Find this book and read it from at this point!

James Snider:

This Beginnings Count: the Technological Imperative in American Health Care is brand-new way for you
who has fascination to look for some information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper
you onto it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little bit of digest in reading this
Beginnings Count: the Technological Imperative in American Health Care can be the light food for you
because the information inside this book is easy to get by anyone. These books build itself in the form that is
certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in e-book form make
them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a reserve especially this



one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the item! Just
read this e-book sort for your better life and also knowledge.
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