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When a fiery meteor crash in 1807 lit up the dark early-morning sky in Weston, Connecticut, it did more
than startle the few farmers in the sleepy village. More importantly, it sparked the curiosity of Benjamin
Silliman, a young chemistry professor at nearby Yale College. His rigorous investigation of the incident
started a chain of events that eventually brought the once-low standing of American science to sudden
international prominence. And, by coincidence, the event also embroiled Silliman in politics, pitting him
against no less an adversary than President Thomas Jefferson.

Based on a wealth of original source documents and interiews with current experts in history, astronomy, and
geology, this journalist tells the remarkable story of Benjamin Silliman, arguably America’s first bonafide
scientist. In a lively narrative rich with fascinating historical detail, the author documents the primitive state
of American science at the time; Silliman’s careful analysis of the meteor samples; and the publication of his
conclusions, which contradicted both popular superstitions regarding meteors as ominous portents and a
common belief that meteors come from volcanic eruptions on the moon.

She also describes Silliman’s struggles to build a chemistry department at Yale with rudimentary material;
new insights into geology that resulted from his analysis of the meteor; and his report to the prestigious
French Academy, which raised the prestige of American science. Finally, she discusses the political
turbulence of the time, which Silliman could not escape, and how the meteor event was used to drive a
wedge between New England and Jefferson.

This is a fascinating vignette of Federal Period America when science on this continent was still in its
infancy, but was just beginning to make its mark.
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From reader reviews:

James Donofrio:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important for us. The book A Professor, A President, and A Meteor: The Birth of American
Science has been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The e-book A Professor, A President, and A Meteor:
The Birth of American Science is not only giving you more new information but also being your friend when
you really feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship
using the book A Professor, A President, and A Meteor: The Birth of American Science. You never
experience lose out for everything when you read some books.

Ian Louviere:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This A Professor, A
President, and A Meteor: The Birth of American Science is our recommendation to make you keep up with
the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Joy Hutchinson:

The knowledge that you get from A Professor, A President, and A Meteor: The Birth of American Science
may be the more deep you looking the information that hide inside words the more you get serious about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but A Professor, A President, and A Meteor:
The Birth of American Science giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in
selected way that can be understood by means of anyone who read this because the author of this e-book is
well-known enough. This book also makes your vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand
then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this
kind of A Professor, A President, and A Meteor: The Birth of American Science instantly.

Elizabeth Black:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will get
wide range of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read will be A Professor, A President, and A Meteor: The Birth of American Science.
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