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The Peruvian mystic St. Rose of Lima (Isabel Flores y Oliva, 1586-1617) was canonized in 1671 as the first
saint of the New World and remains the object of widespread devotion today. In this engrossing new study,
Frank Graziano uses the example of St. Rose to explore the meaning of female mysticism and the way in
which saints are products of their cultures.
Virginity, austerity, eucharistic devotion, incessant mortification, and mystical marriage to Christ
characterized the devotional regimen that structured St. Rose's entire life. Many of her mystical practices
echo the symptoms of such modern psychological disorders as masochism, depression, hysteria, and
anorexia nervosa. Graziano offers a sophisticated argument not only for the origins and meaning of these
behaviors in Rose's case, but also for the reason her culture venerated them as signs of sanctity. In the
process he explores a wide range of themes, from the idea of suffering as an expression of love to the
assimilation of childhood trauma through religious repetition.
Graziano also offers a penetrating analysis of the politics of Rose's canonization. He finds that her mystical
union with God--bypassing the institutional channels of sacrament and priestly mediation--was inherently
subversive to the bureaucratized Church. Canonization was a cooptation by which Rose's competing claim to
Christ was integrated into the Catholic canon.
The book concludes with a fascinating exploration of mystical eroticism, with its intense experiences of
vision and ecstasy. The eroticized suffering of many mystics is shown to be very human in origin: the
mystic's wounded love is projected onto a God conceived to accommodate it.
Wounds of Love is based on a decade of research in archives, rare books, and an extraordinary range of
secondary sources. Introducing an innovative method that integrates history, cultural studies, psychoanalysis,
and clinical psychology, this compelling work offers a bold new interpretation of female mysticism.
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From reader reviews:

Amy Sims:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or details even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to you is you
don't know what kind you should start with. This Wounds of Love: The Mystical Marriage of Saint Rose of
Lima is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and
want in this era.

Ricky Dotson:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
Wounds of Love: The Mystical Marriage of Saint Rose of Lima your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a publication then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get prior to. The Wounds of Love: The Mystical Marriage of Saint Rose
of Lima giving you yet another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful
information for your better life in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is
your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning an activity. Do
you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Patricia Dennis:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you is Wounds of Love: The Mystical Marriage of Saint Rose of Lima this e-book consist a
lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented so why is the
world has grown up. The language styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The actual
writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book appropriate all of you.

James Labrecque:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This guide Wounds of Love: The Mystical Marriage of Saint Rose of Lima
was filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research competence.
Some people has diverse feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit from a
book, you can feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book you



wanted.
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