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In contrast to the other senses, smell has long been thought of as too elusive, too fleeting for traditional
historical study. Holly Dugan disagrees, arguing that there are rich accounts documenting how men and
women produced, consumed, and represented perfumes and their ephemeral effects. She delves deeply into
the cultural archive of olfaction to explore what a sense of smell reveals about everyday life in early modern
England.

In this book, Dugan  focuses on six important scents?incense, rose, sassafras, rosemary, ambergris, and
jasmine. She links these smells to the unique spaces they inhabited?churches, courts, contact zones, plague-
ridden households, luxury markets, and pleasure gardens?and the objects used to dispense them. This
original approach provides a rare opportunity to study how early modern men and women negotiated the
environment in their everyday lives and the importance of smell to their daily actions.

Dugan defines perfume broadly to include spices, flowers, herbs, animal parts, trees, resins, and other
ingredients used to produce artificial scents, smokes, fumes, airs, balms, powders, and liquids. In researching
these Renaissance aromas, Dugan uncovers the extraordinary ways, now largely lost, that people at the time
spoke and wrote about smell: objects "ambered, civited, expired, fetored, halited, resented, and smeeked" or
were described as "breathful, embathed, endulced, gracious, halited, incensial, odorant, pulvil, redolent, and
suffite."

A unique contribution to early modern studies, The Ephemeral History of Perfume is an unparalleled study
of olfaction in the Renaissance, a period in which new scents and important cultural theories about smell
were developed. Dugan’s inspired analysis of a wide range of underexplored sources makes available to
scholars a remarkable wealth of information on the topic.
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From reader reviews:

Aaron Jack:

This The Ephemeral History of Perfume: Scent and Sense in Early Modern England are reliable for you who
want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Ephemeral History of Perfume:
Scent and Sense in Early Modern England can be one of several great books you must have is definitely
giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with information that possibly will
shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever
your conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Ephemeral History of Perfume: Scent
and Sense in Early Modern England giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving
you test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Elliott Preciado:

The reason why? Because this The Ephemeral History of Perfume: Scent and Sense in Early Modern
England is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will
shock you with the secret this inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else write the
book in such amazing way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still
convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or
you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book include
such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that
book? If I have been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Melinda McKinney:

This The Ephemeral History of Perfume: Scent and Sense in Early Modern England is fresh way for you
who has fascination to look for some information because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting
deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this
The Ephemeral History of Perfume: Scent and Sense in Early Modern England can be the light food for you
because the information inside this specific book is easy to get through anyone. These books acquire itself in
the form which is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in
reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a
reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss this!
Just read this e-book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Loretta Pena:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year in order to year. As
we know those books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to
around the world. Through the book The Ephemeral History of Perfume: Scent and Sense in Early Modern



England we can take more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must want
to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change
your life at this time book The Ephemeral History of Perfume: Scent and Sense in Early Modern England.
You can more inviting than now.
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